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We mourn the passing of Dr. Ida Blom, the 

first President of our organization and a 

distinguished historian for whom we have co-

named our first book prize in Transnational 

Women’s and Gender History.  I was at the 

late November meeting of the Nordic Labour 

History Conference at the University of 

Iceland, Reykjavik, when a colleague of hers 

from the University of Bergen broke the 

news. We honored her life and legacy there 

and here and in the coming days.  I 

remember well her inclusiveness and 

kindness and sharp historical analysis. As said 

in my corner of the world, Ida Blom, 

Presente!  

 

If you would like to make a contribution to 

the prize bearing her name, which we will 

award for the first time in 2020, please get in 

touch with our treasurer, June Purvis, whose 

contact information is with her call for annual 

dues in this newsletter.  We are looking for 

volunteer resource people who can vet 

submissions in different languages. As agreed 

upon in our Jinan business meeting, the first 

prize will cover books published in the years 

between our meetings with CIHS, in this case 

2015-2019. More details will appear in a 

subsequent newsletter.  

 

 

 

Plans for our stand-alone conference August 

12-15 in Santa Barbara, California are 

proceeding despite the election of Donald 

Trump to the Presidency. California voted 

overwhelmingly against this US version of 

right-wing populism, misogyny, and racism. 

So I urge you to come to my enlightened, 

diverse, and progressive state, with its 

beautiful beaches and majestic mountains 

combined with “sanctuary” cities and great 

universities and cultural institutions (did I 

mention wine country? Hollywood?), to 

affirm the values of facts and free inquiry, 

historical praxis, and feminist solidarity.  

UCSB is a “Hispanic serving” institution, 

which means we have a quarter of our 

student body so defined, and we support the 

“dreamers,” students without citizenship 

who came to this country as children.  We 

will protest any barriers to visas that might 

arise for academics wishing to attend the 

conference and rather than succumb to the 

fear and darkness that Trump projects, we 

hope you will come here to show another 

world is possible, one of solidarity and 

sisterhood across differences. I recommend 

the statement of the (US) National Women’s 

Studies Association of November 28, 2016 

available at 

http://www.nwsa.org/statements and the 

Collective Statement by Scholars in United 

International Federation for Research in Women’s History/Federation 

Internationale pour la Recherche en Histoire des Femmes 
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States History and Related Fields on Civil 

Rights and Liberties in Dangerous Times, 

December 13, 2016 at 

http://www.oah.org/site/assets/files/7894/fi

nal_collective_statement_december_13_201

6.pdf 

 

Papers from a session in Jinan on the state of 

the field are now available on line, as 

announced in this newsletter.  What is most 

pressing varies across the globe and in 

subfields. Our call for papers seeks to capture 

the most exciting discussions through the 

terms, “Transnationalisms,” 

“Transgressions,” and “Translations.”   

 

For our stand-alone meeting, I envision a 

space for conversations, difficult and 

affirming, across interpretations, intellectual 

genealogies, and national historiographies 

and scholarly praxis. I plan on extending 

conventional forms by including a series of 

“conversations” and “key word” discussions. 

We are open to suggestions for workshop 

and pre-circulated paper formats as well. We 

include the English version of the Call for 

Papers; French and Spanish versions are on 

the conference website: 

http://www.femst.ucsb.edu/ifrwh/call.  

 

Before July 1, participants will be notified of 

acceptance and instructed on reserving 

accommodations. We must a year in advance 

contract for housing, food, and other 

facilities.  And we want to give people time to 

apply and receive funding (and for our team 

to engage in fundraising to both lower costs 

once you arrive in Santa Barbara and 

subsidize graduate students and scholars 

from regions without resources.)  Please 

circulate the call and encourage submissions! 

We also are accepting proposals for sessions 

for the next CIHS planned for Poznan Poland 

in late August 2020.  The deadline is before 

January 31.  Please contact me directly and 

immediately at boris@femst.ucsb.edu if you 

can develop a proposal for a major theme, 

joint session, specialized theme, or special 

session or round table.   We then would 

submit it.  We could develop proposals in the 

areas of transnational feminism, Women’s 

Lives East and West, and Engendering Global 

Governance, to throw out just a few.  But we 

are open to proposing sessions that our 

affiliates would like to see on the program! 

 

There are many upcoming occasions for 

some of us to meet. Those of you who are 

attending the Berkshire Conference on the 

History of Women, Gender, and Sexuality at 

Hofstra University outside of New York City, 

USA in June, please let me know. I will be at 

the February 2-4 VII Congresso Della Società 

Italiana Delle Storiche:  Genere E Storia: 

Nuove Prospettive Di Ricerca (VII Congress of 

The Italian Society of Women Historians, 

Gender and History: New Research 

Perspectives) in Pisa.  I will also travel in July 

to the meeting of Argentinian women 

historians who are in the process of 

establishing a network to join our 

organization. Let the circle widen! 

 

Eileen Boris 

Hull Professor of Feminist Studies 

Professor of History, Black Studies, and 

Global Studies 

University of California, Santa Barbara 

Santa Barbara, California, USA 

President, IFRWH 

http://www.femst.ucsb.edu/ifrwh/call
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

 

Please start paying your dues for 2017. The membership fee is on a sliding scale from 

£5 to £100. We also welcome any donations.  

We continue with our standard procedures: Please contact June Purvis to make the 

deposit in the bank at june.purvis@port.ac.uk. If there is a change in the contact 

person for your national committee, please let June know.  

June Purvis 

  

In this issue:  
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Visit the IFRWH website: current and previous newsletters can be found there. 

 

www.ifrwh.com 
 

Next issue June 2016. Contact tiina.s.kinnunen@oulu.fi 
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                    A founder and First President of the IFRWH at 1989 Conference and in 2015, photos by Karen Offen    

Professor Emerita Ida Blom passed away on November 26th, aged 85. She was the last of the first 

generation of historians at the University of Bergen. We have also lost a prominent figure in Norwegian 

and international women’s and gender history. Not least, we have lost a close and inspiring friend and 

colleague. 

Born Ida Clara Bonnevie in Denmark, newly-married Ida Blom came to Norway and Bergen in 1954. 

When history became a subject at the University of Bergen in 1957, she was among the first students, 

and she became the institute’s first major subject candidate. Her doctorate thesis, Kampen om Eirik 

Raudes land (The Struggle for Eirik Raude’s Land) from 1972 was about the case of legal status of 

Eastern Greenland, where Norway and Denmark were the struggling parties. From 1961 and onwards 

she was part of the institute’s staff, and for nearly 30 years she was the only female permanently 

appointed. Ida Blom was a pioneer in the subject; as a woman, and as a women’s and gender historian. 

Her interest for women’s history came to life in the discussion around Norway’s potential membership 

in the EEC, and with her doctorate finished, she could begin working on making gender a perspective in 

education and research. She quickly established a community of students and, eventually post-

graduate students, who contributed in shaping women’s history as a scientific field. Ida Blom worked 

with social historians, demographers, and researchers of political history, and was instrumental in 

defining women’s history as a central perspective within history as a whole, rather than a special 

discipline outside the core subject. Her position as someone permanently employed in the subject 

helped integrating gender as a perspective within the subject of history. 

At the same time, as a pioneer she felt the need to seek out those of like mind, and she quickly became 

an important colleague in a national and international community of researchers. She helped establish 

the Nordic Women’s and Gender History Conference, which has met regularly since 1983. She was a 

member of the UNESCO committee in the years 1983-1992. She participated in the establishment of 

International Federation for Research in Women’s History (IFRWH), and was its president 1987-1995. 

 

 

 

 

          Ida Blom (1931–2016) in memoriam 
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She was an honorary doctor at the University of Copenhagen as well as a member of the Swedish 

Royal Academy of History from 1996; and an honorary member of American Historical Association 

from 2006. At the World history conference in China 2015 IFRWH established the Ida Blom and 

Karen Offen prize, which will be given for the first time in 2020 to an excellent work of gender 

history. 

On a national level, Ida was honored with the Brage Price, the Gina Krog price, the Order of Saint 

Olav, and she got her own “house” – Ida Blom’s House at the Centre for Women’s and Gender 

Research in Bergen, where she was the first board chairwoman from 1985. At the centenary for 

Norwegian women’s right to vote in 2013, the University of Bergen held a large international 

conference in her name: “The Ida Blom Conference on Gender and Citizenship”. Only a few weeks 

ago, Ida Blom held a lecture at the launch of the book which was a result of this very conference, 

Gendered Citizenship and the Politics of Representation (Palgrave 2016). 

Her production spans a wide range of publications. Her main field of women’s and gender history 

was the site of important contributions, both theoretical contributions and contributions in the 

face of large groups of students as well as the public. The gender perspective was part of 

everything she wrote, whether it was social history, nationalism research, men’s history, 

transcultural history, welfare history or her last great subject, health and medicine history. Much 

of her work was centered around women’s functions as caregivers and the politics of sexuality. 

When she started working with women’s history in the 1970s, she decided to work on the 

perhaps most fundamental change in women’s lives: the right to decide on matters of their own 

reproduction. The book Barnebegrensing – synd eller sunn fornuft (Child Limitation: Sin, or 

Common Sense) from 1980 was her first major publication in the field. After that she wrote books 

and articles about changes in birthing conditions; about the necessary caregiving work which had 

been made invisible; about caring for patients with tuberculosis; and about veneral diseases. She 

contributed as an editor and writer to Cappelen’s major work on women’s history in 1985, re-

published in 2005 as Kvinner i den vestlige verden/Med kjønnsperspektiv på norsk historie 

(Women in the Western World/With Gender Perspective on Norwegian History). Her last book, 

Medicine, morality and political culture. Legislation on veneral disease in five Northern European 

countries, c.1870-1995 came in 2012. As a very productive historian until the end, she also wrote 

a large number of articles, the last one in 2016. 

For those of us who had the privilege to be her students, colleagues, co-contributors and friends, 

Ida Blom leaves a large, empty space in our lives. She was a remarkably friendly and including 

person with distinct opinions, high professional integrity and great compassion. Her family meant 

a great deal to her, and also we who worked with her felt included in her positive interest and 

warm compassion. She will always be remembered. Peace over Ida Blom’s memory.  

 

Friends and colleagues at the Department of Archaeology, History, Cultural Studies and Religion, 
University of Bergen, Norway  

 

More recollections of Ida Blom, among others by Karen Offen and Alice Kessler-Harris on pp. 

55–61.   
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“TRANSNATIONALISMS, TRANSGRESSIONS, TRANSLATIONS” 

The 12th Conference of the International Federation for Research on Women’s History/ 

Federation Internationale Pour la Recherche en Histoire des Femmes  (IFRWH/FIRHF) will be 

held August 12-15, 2018 at the University of California, Santa Barbara, USA, the home of the 

current President, Eileen Boris.  This will be the first time that this international gathering of 

historians of women and gender will assemble in the United States.  

The theme, “Transnationalisms, Transgressions, Translations: Conversations and 

Controversies,” probes the meanings of boundaries and frameworks, narratives and 

epistemologies, analytic terms and foundational categories, global, national and local 

understandings, interactions and power relations across time and space. We are open to 

proposals for complete panels (chair, commentator, three papers) as well as individual papers, 

roundtables, conversations, workshops, and non-traditional forms of presentation.  

*Transnationalisms:  This sub-theme reflects the international turn in this era of globalization and the 

commitment of IFRWH/FIRHF to international histories and comparative panels in such areas as 

women’s and gendered movements, transnational organizations and global governance, state socialist 

and third world /global South manifestations, settler societies and Empires, imperialisms and 

colonialisms, anti-imperialism and anti-imperial uprisings, global labor, individual life trajectories, the 

traveling across space (and time) of ideas and objects, labor and sex trafficking, mobilities and 

immigration/migration, and related areas.   

*Transgressions:  This sub-theme considers the ways various peoples over time and space define the 

transgressive from dominant and accepted norms of being, identity and behavior as well as the self-

conscious transgressions against hegemonic gender in relation to other social factors. Papers might 

consider outlaws and criminalization, deviancy, rebelliousness, genderqueer and trans*gender 

identities and practices, witches, “bad” mothers, gender bending dress or labor, crossing race/ethnic or 

class/caste lines, revolutions and social movements. 

*Translations:  How do terms of analysis travel across languages, disciplines, and time and space?  

What is lost in translation and how can we forge a transnational praxis when we cannot always speak 

well to each other? We are especially interested in the place of orality and how national 

historiographies and cultures of intellectual life (including the place of women’s and gender history and 

feminist and gender studies/theory) address concepts like gender, race/ethnicity, class, sexualities, 

agency, identity, power, (post)colonialism, globalization, feminisms, and development.   

Continues next page 

 

 

  

          

 

 

                               FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES / CALL FOR PAPERS   
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Though the language of the conference is English, and the languages of the organization are French and 

English, we will seek to have plenaries with translation into Spanish and from French and Spanish into 

English. But we want to problematize this issue and invite suggestions how to make this component of 

the conference accessible. In addition, as funding permits, we will plan on having modest subventions 

for graduate students, and scholars from areas of the world or institutions without resources. We will 

accept proposals until March 15, 2017.                                                  

Please visit http://www.femst.ucsb.edu/ifrwh/call for more information and submission form. 

                                                                 *** 

ThE 26th WOMEN’S HISTORY NETWORK (UK) ANNUAL CONFERENCE: ‘Women and the Wider World’ 

September 1 – 2, 2017; University of Birmingham  

CfP submission deadline: February 3, 2017 

Proposals should be submitted via email to: programme.whn2017@contacts.bham.ac.uk 

More information on pp. 40–41. 

                                                       *** 

                                                   

HIDDEN CAPITALISM: BEYOND, BELOW, AND OUTSIDE THE VISIBLE MARKET 

A Conference at the Hagley Museum and Library 

Wilmington, Delaware, October 27, 2017 

Detailed information on pp. 52–53.   

Submit proposals of no more than 500 words and a one-page C.V. to Carol Lockman at 

clockman@hagley.org by May 1, 2017. We welcome submissions from historians as well as 

ethnographically oriented social scientists.  Presenters will receive lodging in the conference hotel and 

up to $500 to cover their travel costs. 

 

 

mailto:programme.whn2017@contacts.bham.ac.uk
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The papers from our IFRWH/CISH Roundtable "Women's History at the Cutting Edge" 

are now available online on the WHR websiteat Routledg of the/Taylor & Francis. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rwhr20/current 

  The table of contents for this Special Issue of Women's History Review is as follows: 

 Editors’ Introduction – Karen Offen & Chen Yan 

 Women’s History at the Cutting Edge: A Joint Paper in Two Voices, Chen Yan & Karen Offen                       

 The Dangers of Complacency: Women’s History/Gender History in Canada in the 21st Century,   

Catherine Carstairs & Nancy Janovicek 

 The History of Women and Gender: French Perspectives on the Last Twenty Years,                                         

Françoise Thébaud  

 From Invisibility to Marginality:  Women’s History in Romania, Maria Bucur 

 Women’s History at the Cutting Edge in Japan, Rui Kohiyama 

 Women’s and Gender Studies of the Russian Past: Two Contemporary Trends,                                            

Natalia Pushkareva & Maria Zolotukhina 

 Women’s History in the UK Today,  June Purvis 

 Women’s History in Many Places: Reflections on Plurality, Diversity and Polyversality,                                           

Joanna de Groot  

 

 

 

“History of Jewish Women in France during WWII and the long After-War (1939-end of 1950’s)” to 

be held on 23, January 2017 

Institut des Sciences de la Communication 20, rue Berbier du Mets F-75013 Paris 

Fondation pour la Mémoire de la Shoah/ Institut Emilie du Châtelet  

http://www.fondationshoah.org 

Information: Dominique Trimbur, dtrimbur@fondationshoah.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                  “Women’s History at the Cutting Edge”                 

 

                Jewish Women in France  
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Australian Women’s History Network  

 

This has been a busy six months for the AWHN 

and its members.    

 

As noted in our previous report, in July 2016, the 

AWHN launched a new digital initiative with its 

blog VIDA!, managed and edited by members Dr 

Alana Piper and Dr Ana Stevenson. The blog has 

been warmly received as a forum for members to 

promote publications and research, reflect on 

methodological and professional challenges, and 

showcase the value of historical understandings 

to contemporary issues and causes. VIDA's series 

'Day in the working life of a historian', which 

invites academics to reflect on the role of 

feminism in their daily working life, has proved 

particularly successful. Across 25 November-10 

December, VIDA also participated in the 16 days 

of activism against gender violence campaign by 

featuring daily blogs with different historical 

perspectives on issues related to domestic abuse 

and gender-based violence. All the links to the 

whole series can be viewed here: 

http://www.auswhn.org.au/blog/series/. 

 

We are in the process of organising the next 

AWHN symposium, which will run as a stream at 

the 2017 Australian Historical Association 

Conference, and will have the theme of 

“Symbiotic Histories.” Our organising collective of 

Network members, Dr Chelsea Barnett, Isobelle 

Barrett Meyering, James Keating and Sophie 

Robinson, is looking forward to assembling an 

exciting program.  

  

We are honouring two esteemed members of our 

Network community, on the occasion of their 

formal retirement. Professor Marilyn Lake and 

Professor Shurlee Swain are both wonderful and 

inspiring colleagues, collaborators, writers and 

thinkers, and their works have made significant 

contributions to Australian, and international, 

women’s and feminist history landscapes. 

Professor Lake has been honoured with a 

festschrift held at the University of Melbourne in 

December, while Professor Swain will be 

celebrated at a symposium at Australian Catholic 

University in February 2017 (further information 

listed under forthcoming events).  

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

J. Baker and J. Lloyd, ‘Gendered labour and 

media: histories and continuities,’ Media 

International Australia, no. 161 (November 

2016): 6–17. 

Lisa Featherstone and Andy Kaladelfos, Sex 

Crimes in the Fifties, Melbourne University Press, 

2016, 243 pages, ISBN 9780522866551.   

https://www.mup.com.au/items/165464 

Mark Finnane and Alana Piper, ‘The Prosecution 

Project: Understanding the changing criminal trial 

through digital tools,’ Law and History Review 

2016 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/law-

and-history-review/article/the-prosecution-

project-understanding-the-changing-criminal-

trial-through-digital-

tools/05856FC9BB419CB9718FB7A782824162. 

James Keating, ‘An Utter Absence of National 

Feeling’: Australian Women and the International 

Suffrage Movement, 1900–14,' Australian 

Historical Studies 47, no. 3 (2016): 462–81. 

Catherine Kevin, ‘Maternal Responsibility and 

Traceable Loss: medicine and miscarriage in 

twentieth-century Australia,’ Women’s History 

Review, published online 13 October 2016. 

Available: 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09

612025.2016.1210955. 

 

NEWS FROM NATIONAL COMMITTEES 

AUSTRALIA 
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Samia Khatun, ‘The Book of Marriage: Histories 

of Muslim Women in Twentieth Century 

Australia,’ Gender & History 29 (2017). Early view 

publication date: 28 October 2016: 

onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1468-

0424.12258/full.  

Jessica Lake, The Face that Launched a Thousand 

Lawsuits: The American Women Who Forged a 

Right to Privacy, Yale University Press, 2016. 

Vera Mackie, ‘Gender, Geopolitics and Gaps in 

the Records: Women Glimpsed in the Military 

Archives’, in Kirsty Reid and Fiona Paisley (eds.), 

Sources and Methods in Histories of Colonialism: 

Approaching the Imperial Archive, London: 

Routledge, in press. 

Vera Mackie, ‘One Thousand Wednesdays: 

Transnational Activism from Seoul to Glendale”, 

in Barbara Molony and Jennifer Nelson (eds.), 

Women’s Activism and “Second Wave” Feminism: 

Transnational Histories, London: Bloomsbury, in 

press. 

Vera Mackie, ‘The Pacifist Handkerchief’. History 

Workshop Online (October 2016) 

<http://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/the-

pacifist-handkerchief/>. 

Vera Mackie, 'Remembering Bellona: Gendered 

Allegories in the Australian War Memorial. Vida 

(November 2016) 

<http://www.auswhn.org.au/blog/gender-

allegories-australian-war-memorial/>. 

Vera Mackie, ‘The Grandmother and the Girl’. 

Vida (December 2016) 

<http://www.auswhn.org.au/blog/grandmother-

and-girl/>. 

Alison Mackinnon, A New Kid on the Block: the 

University of South Australia in the Unified 

National System, Melbourne University Press 

2016. 

John Maynard and Victoria Haskins, Living with 

the Locals: Early Europeans’ Experience of 

Indigenous Life, Canberra: National Library of 

Australia, 2016. 

Alana Piper, '”Woman's special enemy”: Female 

enmity in criminal discourse during the long 

nineteenth century,’ Journal of Social History 

2016 

http://jsh.oxfordjournals.org/content/49/3/671.a

bstract. 

Alana Piper, ‘Book thieves: Theft and literary 

culture in nineteenth and twentieth-century 

Australia,’ Cultural and Social History 2016 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1

4780038.2016.1237447. 

Jordana Silverstein, ‘”I Am Responsible”: 

Histories of the Intersection of the Guardianship 

of Unaccompanied Child Refugees and the 

Australian Border,’ Cultural Studies Review 22, 

no. 2 (September 2016): 65–89. 

http://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/journals/index.php/c

srj/article/view/4772.  

Yorick Smaal, Andy Kaladelfos and Mark 

Finnane, eds. The Sexual Abuse of Children: 

Recognition and Redress, Monash University 

Publishing, 2016, ISBN 9781876924171.   

http://www.publishing.monash.edu/books/tsaoc-

9781876924171.html 

 

POSITIONS AND AWARDS 

 

Jessica Lake has been appointed the Karl 

Loewenstein Fellow for Political Science and 

Jurisprudence at Amherst College for 2016-2017. 

Jeannine Baker has been awarded a three-year 

Macquarie University Research Fellowship for a 

project ‘Making Airwaves: a History of Women in 

Australian Broadcasting’, which was taken up in 

2016. 

In 2017, after 7 years as a Lecturer in US History 

at the United States Studies Centre at the 

University of Sydney, Rebecca Sheehan will take 

up the position of Program Director in Gender 

Studies and Lecturer in the Sociology of Gender 

at Macquarie University. 

Historians Robert Reynolds, Michelle Arrow and 

Leigh Boucher from Macquarie University and 

Women's Studies researcher Barbara Baird from 

Flinders University have been awarded an ARC 

Discovery Project grant for 2017-2019. 

 

 



 
11 

 

RESEARCH PROJECT 

 

Gender and Sexual Politics: Changing citizenship 

in Australia since 1969 

Since the sexual and feminist revolutions, 

Australians have increasingly made claims for 

rights and protections in the intimate languages 

of sexual and gendered identities. This has 

reorganised public culture in confounding ways; 

divisive debates about intimate life and identity 

now crowd our political world. This collaborative 

project will investigate the relationships between 

these diverse identities because stories of 

progress and failure have obscured their 

cumulative and complex transformation of 

Australian political culture. This project aims to 

theorise how these claims have remade 

Australian citizenship since 1969 and generate 

new ways to understand this contested 

landscape. 

 

EXHIBITION 

 

Online Exhibition: Australian Women Lawyers as 

Active Citizens  

Australian Women Lawyers as Active Citizens was 

launched at the National Library of Australia on 

November 16, 2016 with the help of over 100 

guests, many of them women, or the relatives of 

women, who were featured in the exhibition. 

(http://www.womenaustralia.info/lawyers/)  

The exhibition is an important outcome of the 

Australian Research Council funded project 

Trailblazing Women and the Law. It documents 

how women with law degrees have used the skills 

and experiences from their broader life 

experience, together with their law degree and 

various forms of practice, to have an impact on 

others in society; as a form of active citizenship in 

the civic sphere more broadly. The women 

featured engage with multiple meanings of the 

word ‘citizenship’, understanding it in a legal 

sense, a political sense, in talking about rights 

and as a way of marking one's identity.  

The project was led by Professor Kim Rubenstein 

of the Australian National University, together 

with Associate Professor Gavan McCarthy and 

Helen Morgan from the University of Melbourne; 

in a partnership with the Australian Women 

Lawyers, the Family Court of Australia, the 

Federal Court of Australia, the National 

Foundation for Australian Women and the 

National Library of Australia. Dr Nikki 

Henningham and Larissa Halonkin provided 

project management and research support.  

Five hundred women are featured in the online 

exhibition, including forty five who were 

interviewed by Prof Rubenstein and Dr 

Henningham for the project and whose interview 

material will be curated as part of the National 

Library of Australia’s Oral History and Folklore 

collection. A section marked Auto/biography 

features the life-writing and reflections of several 

of Australia’s best legal minds.  

The Australian Women’s Archives Project 

(www.womenaustralia.info) is proud to be 

associated with this important project 

documenting the many important ways that 

women lawyers have ‘stood at the forefront of 

women’s participation in Australian civic life.’ 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

 

After a long and distinguished career, Professor 

Shurlee Swain is retiring from her role as 

Professor of Humanities. To honour her career, 

Australian Catholic University is hosting a 

symposium and celebration. This symposium is 

bringing together people from across Shurlee’s 

career, including university colleagues, early 

career researchers, public stake holders and 

former higher degree research students. You are 

invited to attend what promises to be a 

stimulating day of discussion, followed by a 

reception in Shurlee’s honour. This event is free, 

but registration is essential for catering purposes. 

You may attend the symposium, reception or 

both. 

Date: Friday 17 February 2017. 
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Symposium: Christ Lecture Theatre, ACU 

Melbourne, 9:00am - 4:15pm; Lunch, morning 

and afternoon teas will be provided. 

Reception: Visual Arts Studio Space, 3 Graham 

Street, Fitzroy, 4:15pm - 6pm; Refreshments will 

be provided. 

Further information and registration. 

 

‘How the Personal Became Political: Re-

assessing Australia’s Revolutions in Gender and 

Sexuality in the 1970s’, 

 An interdisciplinary symposium, Australian 

National University, 6-7 March 2017.  

This symposium re-assesses the events, 

transformations, policy changes and watershed 

developments in gender and sexuality in Australia 

in the 1970s. Changes were interconnected and 

profound. The pill became widely available and 

sexuality was both celebrated and flaunted. 

Abortion and homosexuality were gradually 

decriminalized state by state. Gay Liberation and 

Women’s Liberation movements erupted, and 

debate raged over provocative books from 

Germaine Greer’s The Female Eunuch, Dennis 

Altman’s Homosexual, and Kate Millett’s Sexual 

Politics to Susan Brownmiller’s Against Our Will. 

Activists set up women’s refuges, rape crisis 

centres, and counselling services. Some 

governments responded to these changes, 

appointing women’s and equal opportunity 

advisors, expanding the role of the state in the 

provision of childcare and other services. It was a 

decade of contestation and transformation. 

But how and why did matters previously 

considered private and personal, become public 

and political? What were the key policy shifts? 

How were protests in the streets connected to 

legislative reforms? Who were the critical players 

and what were the dramatic moments? How was 

resistance to change manifested, and what fears 

were articulated? How did differences of race, 

class, religion, age and locality matter? How did 

Australia fit into the broader transnational 

movements for change? What have been the 

legacies? 

The keynote speaker will be Elizabeth Reid (AO, 

FASSA, FAIIA), the first adviser on women’s affairs 

to any head of government, appointed by Prime 

Minister Gough Whitlam in 1973. Ms Reid has 

since had a distinguished career with the UN and 

in areas of gender, health and development. 

The conference includes papers from scholars at 

various stages of career in fields including history, 

law, sociology, anthropology, political science, 

literature, and gender, sexuality, and cultural 

studies. A collection of essays will be developed 

from the symposium. 

How the Personal became Political will be the 

ANU Gender Institute Signature Event for 2017, 

and will celebrate both International Women’s 

Day and the Institute’s 6th anniversary. 

 

Conveners: Professor Angela Woollacott, ANU, 

and Assoc. Prof. Michelle Arrow, Macquarie 

University. 

Enquiries: michelle.arrow@mq.edu.au or 

angela.woollacott@anu.edu.au 

 

Compiled by Jordy Silverstein and Mary Tomsic 

jordys@unimelb.edu.au  

 

 

 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 
 

Colloquium on “Käthe Schirmacher and her 

Women’s Movements. Contexts of a 

Controversial Activist”:  

Danzig-born Käthe Schirmacher (1865–1930) is 

remembered as a radical women’s rights activist 

but also as a racist and anti-Semitic German 

politician during the Weimar Republic. Earning 

her money as a prolific writer of fiction and non-

fiction and as a travelling speaker, she was a 

controversial figure already in her time. Her often 

sharply formulated texts on a wide range of 

issues as well as her biography can still provoke 

lively discussions in the context of the history of 
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women’s movements. This proved true at a one-

day colloquium on November 25, 2016 at the 

Department for Contemporary History at the 

University of Vienna, where among other issues 

Schirmachers contribution on female 

homosexuality, her transnational agency, as well 

as her comments on endeavours to write the 

history of the women’s movement during the 

1920s were discussed. For further information 

see: https://schirmacherproject.univie.ac.at/eine-

kontroverse-aktivistin-im-kontext-kolloquium/ 

 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 

To keep stories of female and male emigrants for 

the future, a research team at the history 

department of the University of Salzburg is 

collecting biographical documents about the 

history of migration from the close of the 19th 

century up to the present. Those who have 

letters or diaries as well as photographs at home 

are welcome to contact Vice Rector Sylvia Hahn 

or her staff members at the history department, 

Verena Lorber and Andreas Praher. The collected 

documents are scanned, digitalized and given 

back to the owners; by request they can be made 

anonymous. In a further step, the future 

collection of source material will be documented, 

analyzed from a gender perspective and archived 

to make it accessible to scholars and the 

interested public for further research. 

For more information please contact: 

sylvia.hahn@sbg.ac.at 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books by Individual Authors and Collective 

Volumes 

 

Wolfgang Schmale, Gender and Eurocentrism. A 

Conceptual Approach to European History. 

Stuttgart: Steiner Publishing, 2016 (Studies on the 

History of European Integration 29). 

Veronika Helfert, Jessica Richter, Brigitte 

Semanek, Alexia Bumbaris, Karolina Sigmund 

(eds.), Frauen- und Geschlechtergeschichte 

un/diszipliniert? Aktuelle Beiträge aus der jungen 

Forschung [Women's and Gender History 

un/disciplined? Recent contributions from young 

researchers]. Innsbruck: StudienVerlag, 2016.  

 

Special Issues of Journals 

 

Gunda Barth-Scalmani, Gisela Mittele (eds.), 

“Gärten [Gardens].” L'Homme. Europäische 

Zeitschrift für Feministische 

Geschichtswissenschaft vol. 27, no. 2 (2016). 

Linda Erker, Veronika Duma, Veronika Helfert, 

Hanna Lichtenberger (eds.), 

“Perspektivenwechsel: Geschlechterverhältnisse 

im Austrofaschismus / Changing the perspectives: 

Gender Relations in Austro-Fascism.” 

Österreichische Zeitschrift für 

Geschichtswissenschaften / Austrian Journal of 

Historical Studies vol. 27, no. 3 (2016).  

 

Articles 

 

Christina Antenhofer, “Meeting the Prince 

between the City and the Family: The 

Resignification of Castello San Giorgio in Mantua 

(Fourteenth–Sixteenth Centuries),” in: Dries 

Raeymaekers, Sebastiaan Derks (eds.), The Key to 

Power? The Culture of Access in Princely Courts, 

1400-1700. Leiden: Brill, 2016, 235–267. 

Christina Antenhofer, “The Concept of the Body 

of the King in Kantorowicz’s The King’s Two 

Bodies,” in: Giovanni-Battista Lanfranchi, Robert 

Rollinger (eds.), The Body of the „King“: The 

Staging of the Body of the Institutional Leader 

from Antiquity to Middle Ages in East and West. 

Padova: S.A.R.G.O.N, 2016, 1–23. 

Christina Antenhofer, “Krankheit und Körper in 

den theologischen Debatten des 

Hochmittelalters: Guibert von Nogent (ca. 1055–

1125) und sein Reliquientraktat,” in: Virus. 

Beiträge zur Sozialgeschichte der Medizin 15 

(2016), 35–54. 

Tina Bahovec, “Südslawische Frauenwelten: 

Zofka Kveders Zeitschrift Ženski Svijet 
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(Frauenwelt) / Jugoslavenska Žena (Jugoslawische 

Frau) in den Jahren 1917 bis 1920” [South Slavic 

women’s worlds: Zofka Kveder’s magazine Ženski 

Svijet (Women’s World) / Jugoslavenska Žena 

(Jugoslav Woman) in the years 1917 to 1920], in: 

Vesela Tutavac, Ilse Korotin (eds.), “Wir wollen 

der Gerechtigkeit und Menschenliebe dienen ...” 

Frauenbildung und Emanzipation in der 

Habsburgermonarchie – der südslawische Raum 

und seine Wechselwirkung mit Wien, Prag und 

Budapest. Vienna: Praesens, 2016, 302–333. 

Tina Bahovec, articles “Frauenfrage [The woman 

question]” and “Hartman, Milka,” in: Katja Sturm-

Schnabl, Bojan-Ilija Schnabl (eds.), Enzyklopädie 

der slowenischen Kulturgeschichte in 

Kärnten/Koroška. Von den Anfängen bis 1942, 

vol. 1, 358–361 and 482–483; article “Koroška 

zora. Glasilo Zveze ženskih društev za Koroško 

(Kärntner Morgenröte. Zeitschrift des Verbandes 

der Frauenvereine für Kärnten)” [Carinthian 

Dawn. Magazine of the Association of Women’s 

Societies in Carinthia], in vol. 2, 672–673; article 

“Zveza ženskih društev na Koroškem (Verband 

der Frauenvereine in Kärnten)” [Association of 

Women’s Societies in Carinthia], in vol. 3, 1549–

1550. Vienna: Böhlau, 2016 [online at 

http://www.boehlau-

verlag.com/download/163767/978-3-205-79673-

2_1_OpenAccess.pdf and http://www.boehlau-

verlag.com/download/163767/978-3-205-79673-

2_2_OpenAccess.pdf and http://www.boehlau-

verlag.com/download/163767/978-3-205-79673-

2_3_OpenAccess.pdf] 

Gunda Barth-Scalmani, Gisela Mettele, 

“Gartenhistorische Sammlungen als Wissens- und 

Gedächtnisspeicher” [Collections of the history of 

the garden as reservoirs of knowledge and 

memory], in: L'Homme. Z. F. G. 27/2 (2016), 127–

132. 

Julia Gebke, “Das Erbe der Milch. Ammen und 

Ärzte im königlichen Haushalt der spanischen 

Habsburger” [Milk and Heritage. Wet Nurses and 

Physicians in the Royal Household of the Spanish 

Habsburgs], in: Frühneuzeit-Info 27 (2016), 153–

169. 

Isabel Kranz, “Die Tropen als Tropen: Die Rolle 

der Botanik in Mona Lisa Steiners 

autobiografischen Schriften” [The tropics as 

tropes: The role of botany in Mona Lisa Steiner's 

autobiographical writings], in: L'Homme. Z. F. G. 

27/2 (2016), 119–126. 

Ulrike Krippner, Iris Meder, “Moderne Gärten für 

moderne Menschen. Jüdische Wiener 

Gartenarchitektinnen der 1920er und 1930er 

Jahre” [Modern gardens for modern people. 

Female Jewish garden architects of the 1920s and 

1930s in Vienna], in: L'Homme. Z. F. G. 27/2 

(2016), 53–71. 

Christina Lutter, “Vita communis in Central 

European Monastic Landscapes,” in: Walter Pohl, 

Christina Lutter, Eirik Hovden (eds.), Meanings of 

Community across Eurasia. Leiden: Brill, 2016 

(Visions of Community 1), 362–387.  

Christina Lutter, “Geteilte soziale Räume und 

gemeinsame Zugehörigkeiten: Die Wiener 

Zisterzienserinnen um 1300” [Shared social 

spaces and common affiliations: The Viennese 

Cistercians around 1300], in: Christine Kleinjung, 

Thomas Kohl (eds.) Konstanz und Wandel. 

Religiöse Lebensformen im europäischen 

Mittelalter. Korb: Didymos, 2016, 201–219. 

Thilo Neidhöfer, “Popularität und Prestige. 

Margaret Mead und die Gratwanderungen der 

Wissenschaft(lichkeit)” [Popularity and prestige. 

Margaret Mead and the delicate walks of 

science], in: L'Homme. Z. F. G. 27/2 (2016), 93–

108. 

Corinna Oesch, “Economics and Peace. Yella 

Hertzka (1873-1948),” in: Bruna Bianchi, 

Geraldine Ludbrook (eds.), Living War - Thinking 

Peace (1914-1924). Women's Experiences, 

Feminist Thought, and International Relations. 

Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars, 2016, 

153–168.  

Corinna Oesch, “<Internationale> 

Frauenbewegungen. Perspektiven einer 

Begriffsgeschichte und einer transnationalen 

Geschichte” [<International> Women's 

Movements. Perspectives on a Semantic and 
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Transnational History], in: traverse no. 2/2016, 

25–37. 

Anna Schober, “Jenseits von progressiv versus 

konservativ: Nicht-konformistische 

Geschlechterinszenierungen und der neoliberale 

Zeitgeist,” in: INDES-Zeitschrift für Politik und 

Gesellschaft, no. 3/2016, 43–54. 

Sabine Veits-Falk, “Jedem Theill die Helfte 

eigenthümlich zuständig. Wirkräume und Rollen 

der Ehefrauen,” in: Reinhold Reith, Luisa Pichler-

Baumgartner, Georg Stöger, Andreas Zechner 

(eds), Haushalten und Konsumieren. Die 

Ausgabenbücher der Salzburger 

Kaufmannsfamilie Spängler von 1733 bis 1785. 

Schriftenreihe des Archivs der Stadt Salzburg 46, 

2016, 93–108. 

Sonja Walch, “Tropenbotanik im Exil: 

Geschlechterspezifische Arbeitspraktiken und 

strukturelle Bedingungen” [Tropical botany in 

exile: gender-specific work practices and 

structural conditions], in: L'Homme. Z. F. G. 27/2 

(2016), 109–118. 

 

Compiled by Birgitta Bader-Zaar and Gunda 

Barth-Scalmani  

birgitta.bader-zaar@univie.ac.at 

 

 

 

 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

 

The Diagnosis of Being Different. 

Homosexuality, Media and Society in the 20th 

Century 

 

On 1 December 1966, Belgian national television 

broadcasted its first ever program devoted to 

homosexuality entitled “The Diagnosis of Being 

Different”. On the 50th anniversary of this trail-

blazing attempt to broach the issue in a 

constructive way, the Forum for Belgian Research 

into the History of Gender and Sexuality 

organised a workshop on the role played by 

various media in the knowledge about and the 

perception of homosexuality in Western societies 

since the Second World War. Various 

international researches elaborated on the 

subject. In the evening, the original documentary 

from 1966 was screened and discussed. 

 

This Workshop was an initiative of the Forum for 

Belgian Research into the History of Gender and 

Sexuality, and was co-organized by Fonds Suzan 

Daniel, The Archive and Research Centre for 

Women’s History (AVG-Carhif), Power in History: 

Centre for Political History (UAntwerpen) and the 

Research Group Cultural History since 1750 (KU 

Leuven). 

 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 

PhD Theses 

 

Laura Di Spurio: "Comment l'adolescence vient 

aux filles: discours, modèles et réalités. Une 

histoire de l'adolescence féminine en Belgique 

francophone de 1919 à 1960". 

 

Cette thèse interroge l’idée d’adolescence et son 

édification en tant que catégorie d’âge à travers 

l’intégration des filles en son sein. Le contexte de 

la Belgique francophone de 1919 à 1960 offre la 

toile de fond de cette étude qui a pour but 

d’analyser la « circulation créative » de l’idée 

d’adolescence, de saisir les effets de cette 

circulation du savoir aux institutions, du social au 

culturel.  

Pour vérifier cette « circulation créative », le 

corpus de source se devait d’être hétérogène. 

Aussi est-ce aussi d’un corpus de sources éclaté 

que cette étude s’est articulée. Ma recherche se 

structure autour de cinq parties, cinq lieux au 

sein desquels l’idée d’adolescence a été 

mobilisée. Il s’agit à travers ces différentes 

thématiques de saisir comment la notion 

d’adolescence a été utilisée, par quels acteurs et 

dans quel but.  

La première s’intéresse à l’adolescence en tant 

qu’objet de savoir. Cette partie présente les idées 
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fondatrices et analyse le cadre conceptuel dans 

lequel l’adolescence a été formulée par les 

scientifiques. La « formule adolescente » 

proposée par les œuvres pionnières élaborées au 

cours des deux premières décennies du 20e siècle 

feront longtemps référence. Au moment où des 

experts – pédagogues et psychologues en 

première ligne, les sociologues bien plus tard – 

tentent de renouveler ce savoir, de nombreuses 

questions méthodologiques et épistémologiques 

surgiront. Dans leur volonté de résoudre ces 

questions se lisent les difficultés de définir 

l’adolescence, mais surtout elles dévoilent les 

ambiguïtés et les paradoxes à l’œuvre dans la 

construction d’une catégorie que l’on a volontiers 

décrit comme « universel ». Au sein de ces 

débats, demeure une autre grande absente : la 

féminité. 

La seconde partie s’attèle à analyser 

conjointement la féminité et l’adolescence et 

tend à débusquer la féminité au sein des études 

sur l’adolescence. D’emblée, celles-ci envisagent 

la féminité comme un « problème » à la formule 

adolescente. À travers cette partie, j’entends 

analyser le prototype narré par les spécialistes de 

l’adolescence qui permet de saisir les difficultés 

de penser l’adolescente au sein du « social ». Ce 

modèle est par ailleurs élaboré lui aussi sur les 

filles des classes-moyennes et de la bourgeoisie 

urbaine. Car un problème se pose : la Belgique de 

cette période ne dispose pas encore des 

structures d’encadrement nécessaires au 

déploiement institutionnel de l’adolescence. 

Aussi une large majorité des jeunes restent hors 

des définitions étroites proposées par les 

premières théories : les enfants des classes 

ouvrières et rurales doivent alors être pensés 

autrement. Le vécu des filles des classes 

ouvrières et rurales entre alors en conflit avec ce 

prototype.  

C’est ce qu’analyse la troisième partie à travers 

l’étude des écrits de divers mouvements sociaux 

qui en dénonçant les conditions de vie des filles 

de ces milieux ont érigé l’adolescence à la fois 

comme une vérité, mais également comme un 

privilège à réaliser pour toutes. Ce privilège, on le 

lit d’une manière presque évidente, c’est la « 

protection », celle dont bénéficient les filles des 

milieux privilégiés. Il s’agit alors de penser la 

protection de celles que l’on décrit volontiers 

comme vulnérables. L’école apparaît alors 

comme « la » solution.  

Cepedant il existe plusieurs écoles: celle des filles, 

celle du peuple et celle des filles du peuple. À 

travers l’analyse des grands débats pédagogiques 

qui ont secoué la Belgique au cours de cette 

période tels que l’obligation scolaire, la 

coéducation, la féminisation des programmes, 

l’école buissonnière ou encore le surmenage 

scolaire observe l’hypothèse du « grand 

renfermement scolaire » de l’historien français 

Philippe Ariès. L’école apparaît bel et bien 

comme le lieu unique où pourra se réaliser 

l’adolescence.  

Enfin, dans une dernière partie, il s’agit de 

découvrir comment l’adolescence est entrée dans 

les textes de lois. C’est à travers les « lois sur la 

protection morale de l’enfance » que j’ai choisi 

de le faire. Cette partie permet de saisir le 

glissement de l’enfance à la jeunesse, en creux 

l’appréhension politique de la puberté dans 

l’élaboration de ces textes. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Eve Delplanque, De l’enseignement à la carrière: 

trajectoires des femmes artistes en Belgique au 

XXe siècle, Jets d’encre, octobre 2016. 

Lorsqu’on déroule l’histoire des arts, les femmes 

sont souvent peu citées alors que les hommes, 

eux, sont légion. À travers l’exemple des élèves 

de l’Académie royale des beaux-Arts de Bruxelles 

– qui s’est ouverte aux femmes à la fin du XIXe 

siècle –, l’auteur cherche une explication à un tel 

déséquilibre, et souligne toute la difficulté d’être 

artiste lorsqu’on naît femme, déterminée par un 

sexe qui condamne au foyer et aux enfants. Dans 

cet ouvrage issu de recherches poussées, Ève 

Delplanque revient sur la fréquentation féminine 

de l’Académie, fortement influencée par les 
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remous de l’histoire, et observe le parcours de 

plasticiennes diplômées qui ont lutté pour avoir 

la carrière qu’elles méritaient. 

 

INFORMATION ON BELGIAN WOMEN’S 

HISTORY 

 

A question on Belgian women's history ? Looking 

for an expert or contact person? We are very 

willing to help you on. 

Centre d'Archives et de Recherches pour 

l'Histoire des Femmes – Archive and Research 

Center on Women's History 

Rue du Méridien 10 

1210 Bruxelles 

avg.carhif@amazone.be 

www.avg-carhif.be – 

www.gendergeschiedenis.be 

 

Compiled by Els Flour  

E.Flour@amazone.be   

 

 

 

The Coordinating Council for Women in 

History 

The Coordinating Council for Women in History is 

an organization for women in the historical 

profession. Its primary goals are to educate 

scholars on the status of women in the historical 

profession and to promote research and 

interpretation in all areas of women's history. The 

CCWH is affiliated with the American Historical 

Association, the Association for Women in Slavic 

Studies, the Association of Black Women 

Historians, the Canadian Committee on Women’s 

History, the Coalition for Western Women’s 

History, the National Collaborative for Women’s 

History Sites, the Oklahoma Oral History Research 

Program, the Organization of American 

Historians, the Rural Women’s Studies 

Association, the Society for Advancing the History 

of Southeast Asia, the Southern Association for 

Women Historians, the Upstate New York 

Women’s History Organization, the Western 

Association of Women Historians, and Women’s 

and Gender Historians of the Midwest. For 

individual and affiliate membership information, 

visit the CCWH website at www.theccwh.org. 

 

• Canadian Committee on Women’s 

History announces that the Barbara Roberts 

Memorial Fund has been established with the 

primary objective of continuing, promoting, and 

supporting work in peace issues, 

workplace/unions/radical social movements, 

social justice/human rights and women’s studies 

education from a feminist perspective. The Fund 

is administered by the Canadian Research 

Institute for the Advancement of Women 

(CRIAW), Ottawa Canada. This award constitutes 

one grant of $2,000. Each project will be 

evaluated by members of a special jury, whose 

decisions will be final. Applications are available 

on CRIAW’s website: www.criaw-icref.ca. Please 

send applications via email to: info@criaw-

icref.ca with Barbara Roberts Fund in the subject 

line. All applicants will receive an 

acknowledgement. 

  

Compiled by Sunu Kodumthara  

sunu.kodumthara@swosu.edu 

 

 

  

NEWS  

 

Relaunch of Gender History Network in 

Denmark (GNiD) 

 

DENMARK 

http://www.theccwh.org/
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Following up on the Nordic Women's and Gender 

History Conference in Stockholm 2015 a Gender 

History Network has been relaunched in Denmark 

(in Danish: Kønshistorisk Netværk i Danmark - 

KNiD). The first open meeting of the network was 

held during the Danish History Meeting in 

Odense, August 26-27, 2016, with impressive 

participation of scholars and students from most 

Danish universities, from museums, archives and 

other institutions as well as independent 

researchers. The steering committee was 

expanded and now counts six members, who are 

working on raising funds for network facilitation, 

research seminars, participation in nordic and 

international conferences etc.. More info, 

including contact details of the initiating 

organizers, on the (under construction) 

wordpress: www.knid.dk 

 

PUBLICATIONS  

 

Birgitte Possing, Understanding Biographies. On 

Biographies in History and Stories in Biography, 

University Press of Southern Denmark 2016. ISBN 

978 87 7674 992 7. 

The book was published on December 2, 2016 

and presents new analyses on gender, 

archetypes, ethics and narrative traditions in the 

fields of historical biographies. It is based on 

examples from USA, UK, France, Germany, 

Sweden, Norway and Denmark. 

  

Erla Hulda Halldórsdóttir, Tiina Kinnunen, Maarit 

Leskela-Kärki & Birgitte Possing (eds.), 

Biography, Gender and History: Nordic 

Perspectives. K&h, University of Turku, Finland 

2016. ISSN 1458-1949 

The anthology is published on December 8, 2016, 

and focuses on historical biography in the Nordic 

countries and how it has been discussed, put into 

practice and theorized during the past two to 

three decades, especially from the perspective of 

women’s and gender history. It presents articles 

by researchers from Finland, Iceland, Sweden and 

Denmark, an introduction “Doing  biography” and 

afterword “Future challenges” by the editors. 

 

Deborah Leigh Simonton has edited The 

Routledge History Handbook of Gender and the 

Urban Experience to be published by Routledge in 

2017: Challenging current perspectives of 

urbanisation, the book explores how our towns 

and cities have shaped and been shaped by 

cultural, spatial and gendered influences. This 

volume discusses gender in an urban context in 

European and colonial towns from the fourteenth 

to the twentieth century, casting new light on the 

development of medieval and modern 

settlements across the globe. 

https://www.routledge.com/The-Routledge-

History-Handbook-of-Gender-and-the-Urban-

Experience/Simonton/p/book/9781138815940 

 

Deborah Leigh Simonton and Hannu Salmi have 

edited Catastrophe, Gender and Urban 

Experience, 1648–1920, Routledge 2017. 

https://www.routledge.com/Catastrophe-

Gender-and-Urban-Experience-

16481920/Simonton-

Salmi/p/book/9781138696976 

 

Compiled by Karin Cohr Lützen 

lutz@ruc.dk 
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NEWS AND EVENTS 

Finland’s Big Year – Suomi 100 

Finland is getting ready for the 100th anniversary 

of the country's independence in 2017. The year 

2016 was also the 110th anniversary of women’s 

suffrage in Finland. 

During the year 2017 there will be various 

activities, e.g. drama, musicals, documentaries, 

workshops, panels, museum exhibitions, and 

FINLAND 



 
19 

 

academic activities celebrating and bringing in 

women's historical contribution and gender 

issues to the national narrative. 

(http://suomifinland100.fi/?lang=en) 

To mention one, the exhibition ‘Toisinajattelijat – 

poliittisia helsinkiläisnaisia 1920–40 –luvuilla’ 

represents dissident, political women in the 

1920–1940s Helsinki.  The exhibition is open until 

February 12, 2017, at Helsinki City Virka Gallery. 

After the Finnish Civil War 1918 many radical 

leftist women lost their civic confidence and 

freedom of speech and opinion. Many dissident 

women were young and they spent their youth in 

joining activist organisations, underground 

resistance ─ and going to jail.  Their personal 

letters, items, drawings, and photos were 

confiscated. Today these items tell life stories of 

dissident, politically active women in the interwar 

and WW2 period Helsinki.  

Historians without Borders network 

Historians without Borders Finland aims to 

further public discussion about history and to 

promote the use of historical knowledge for 

peace-building and conflict resolution. 

In May 19-20, 2016 Historians without Borders 

organised an international networking 

conference 'Historians without Borders: The Use 

and Abuse of History in Conflicts' which also 

constituted the starting point of an international 

network of Historians without Borders. Now all 

the keynote lecturers of the conference are 

online: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6j42k6kiXl

ED1O1OUN123Q 

The Declaration that was agreed can be read 

here: 

http://www.historianswithoutborders.fi/deklaraa

tio/ 

Among the goals of the network is the following:   

“to incorporate an understanding of the role of 

women and gender perspectives in efforts to 

build peace and resolve conflicts.” 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

Airaksinen, Tiina; Sinkkonen, Elina & Valjakka 

Minna (eds.), Enemmän kuin puoli taivasta: 

kiinalainen nainen historiassa, yhteiskunnassa ja 

kulttuurissa. [History of Chinese women] Art 

House, Helsinki, 2016. 

Ijäs, Miia, Varjoista valtaistuimelle: Anna 

Jagellonica ja Itämeren valtapiiri 1500-luvulla.  

[Biography of the Queen Anna Jagellonica] 

Gaudeamus, Helsinki, 2016. 

Kotilainen, Sofia, Literacy Skills as Local 

Intangible Capital: The History of Rural Lending 

Library c. 1860-1920. Studia Fennica Historica, 21. 

Suomalaisen Kirjallisuuden Seura, Helsinki, 2016.   

Salonen, Kirsi & Katajala-Peltomaa, Sari, Church 

and Belief in the Middle Ages: Popes, Saints, and 

Crusaders. Amsterdam University Press, 

Amsterdam, 2016. 

Articles 

Aalto, Ilana,  ”Miestutkimus 

sukupuolentutkimuksen muuttuvalla kentällä”. 

[Studies on men in the changing field of gender 

studies] Sukupuolentutkimus – Genusforskning 29 

(2016), 5–17. 

Halldórsdóttir, Erla Hulda; Kinnunen, Tiina & 

Leskelä-Kärki, Maarit, ”Doing biography”. In 

Biography, Gender, and History: Nordic 

Perspectives. Erla Hulda Haldórsdóttir, Tiina 

Kinnunen, Maarit Leskelä-Kärki, Birgitte Possing 

(eds.). K&h-kustannus, Turku, 2016, 7–34.  

Hakosalo, Heini, “Coming together: Early Finnish 

medical women and the many levels of historical 

biography”. In Biography, Gender, and History: 

Nordic Perspectives. Erla Hulda Haldórsdóttir, 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6j42k6kiXlED1O1OUN123Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6j42k6kiXlED1O1OUN123Q
http://www.historianswithoutborders.fi/deklaraatio/
http://www.historianswithoutborders.fi/deklaraatio/
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Tiina Kinnunen, Maarit Leskelä-Kärki, Birgitte 

Possing (eds.). K&h-kustannus, Turku, 2016, 209–

230.  

Harmainen, Antti, “Group biography as an 

approach to studuing manhood and religion in 

late nineteenth-century Finland”. In Biography, 

Gender, and History: Nordic Perspectives. Erla 

Hulda Haldórsdóttir, Tiina Kinnunen, Maarit 

Leskelä-Kärki, Birgitte Possing (eds.). K&h-

kustannus, Turku, 2016, 101–120. 

Ilmakunnas, Johanna, ”Ompelupöytä : naisten 

arkinen ylellisyysesine 1700- ja 1800-luvun 

Euroopassa”. (Abstract: Work table : an everyday 

feminine luxury object in eighteenth- and 

nineteenth-century Europe.) Historiallinen 

Aikakauskirja 114 (2016), 137–150. 

Jauhiainen, Annukka, ”Mihin sukupuolihistoriaa 

tarvitaan kasvatus- ja aikuiskasvatustieteessä”. 

[Gender History and Adult education]  

Aikuiskasvatus –aikuiskasvatustieteellinen 

aikakauslehti 36 (2016): 3, 215–219. 

Junila, Marianne, “`Is this right?´ Schoolgirls 

witness the violence of the Finnish Civil War, 

1918”. In Children and war: past and present: vol. 

2. Ponterra, Grazia; Aschauer, Wolfgang; Buckley, 

John; Ambachler, Helga; Lichtblau, Albert; 

Steinert, Johannes-Dieter (eds.). Solihull, UK, 

2016.  

Journal of Finnish Studies theme issue 19 (2016) 

Bittersweet: Everyday Life in and Nostalgia for 

the 1950s. Edited by Eerika Koskinen-Koivisto and 

Hanna Snellman (University of Helsinki). 

http://www.shsu.edu/~eng_www/finnishstudies/

Finnish%20Tables%20of%20Content/JoFs_Vol%2

019.2.pdf 

Kinnunen, Tiina, “'Fighting Sisters’: a comparitive 

biography of Ellen Key (1849-1926) and 

Alexandra Gripenberg (1857-1913) in the 

contested field of European feminisms”. In 

Biography, Gender, and History: Nordic 

Perspectives. Erla Hulda Haldórsdóttir, Tiina 

Kinnunen, Maarit Leskelä-Kärki, Birgitte Possing 

(eds.). K&h-kustannus, Turku, 2016, 143–164.  

Kinnunen, Tiina, The national and international in 

making a feminist: the case of Alexandra 

Gripenberg. Women’s History Review 25 (2016), 

652–670. 

Leskelä-Kärki, Maarit, “Remembering mother: 

Relations and memory in the biographical project 

on Minna Krohn (1841–1917)”. In Biography, 

Gender, and History: Nordic Perspectives. Erla 

Hulda Haldórsdóttir, Tiina Kinnunen, Maarit 

Leskelä-Kärki, Birgitte Possing (eds.). K&h-

kustannus, Turku, 2016, 187–208. 

Markkola, Pirjo, “Deaconesses in the history of 

nursing in Finland, 1890s to 1960s”. In 

Deaconesses in Nursing Care – International 

Transfer of a Female Model of Life and Work in 

the 19th and 20th Century. In: Medizin, 

Gesellschaft und Geschichte. Susanne Kreutzer & 

Karen Nolte (eds.). Stuttgart: Robert Bosch 

Foundation (forthcoming). 

Stark, Laura; Fingerroos, Outi & Mingati 

Karlsson, Pia, “Muslim Intimacies: Challenges for 

Individuals and Families in Global Context”. 

Ethnologia Europaea 46 (2016), 5–9. 

Vehkalahti, Kaisa, “Bad girl biographies: Child 

welfare documents as gendered biographies”. In 

Biography, Gender, and History: Nordic 

Perspectives. Erla Hulda Haldórsdóttir, Tiina 

Kinnunen, Maarit Leskelä-Kärki, Birgitte Possing 

(eds.), K&h-kustannus, Turku, 2016, 231–250. 

Vehkalahti, Kaisa, “Dusting the archives of 

childhood: child welfare records as historical 

sources”.  History of Education: Journal of the 

History of Education Society 45 (2016), 430–445.  

Dissertations 

Honkasalo, Julia, Sisterhood, Natality, Queer: 

Reframing Feminist Interpretations of Hannah 

Arendt. (University of Helsinki, Faculty of Arts, 
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Department of Philosophy, History, Culture and 

Art Studies, Gender studies, 2016) open access: 

http://urn.fi/URN:ISBN:978-951-51-1896-7 

Paakkinen, Ilse, Gender and Defence of Women 

in Christine de Pizan’s thought. (University of 

Helsinki, Faculty of Theology, 2016) 

Pihlava, Kaisa-Maria, The Authority of Women 

Hosts of Early Christian Gatherings in the First 

and Second Centuries C.E. (University of Helsinki, 

Faculty of Theology, Department of Biblical 

Studies, 2016) open access: 

http://urn.fi/URN:ISBN:978-951-51-2652-8 

 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES 

The annual Association for Gender Studies in 

Finland (SUNS) International Conference 

University of Jyväskylä, Finland 23–25 November, 

2017.  

Theme: Sukupuolten ajat –Genders through time 

–Genus i tiden 

Keynote speakers comprehend Professor John 

Tosh, University of Roehampton, UK. 

Call for Papers coming soon! 

The 12th Nordic Women’s and Gender History 

Conference 

University of Oulu, Finland 7–9 June, 2018. 

Theme: Crisis  

Keynote speakers: Professor Luisa Passerini, 

European University Institute, Firenze; Dr Ana 

Carden-Coyne, University of Manchester; 

Professor Anu Koivunen, University of Stockholm. 

Call for papers coming soon!  

Compiled by Pirita Frigren 

pirita.frigren@jyu.fi 

 

 

 

 

NEWS  

 

The most recent (n°44, décembre 2016) issue of 

Clio. Femmes, Genre, Histoire (Clio. Women, 

Gender, History) is published with the topic 

«Judaïsme(s): genre et religion», coordinated by 

Leora Auslander & Sylvie Steinberg.  

 

N°43 issue of Clio. Femmes, Genre, Histoire was 

published with the topic «Citoyennetés»,  

coordinated by Pascale Barthélémy & Violaine 

Sébillotte-Cuchet. Table of contents: 

http://clio.revues.org/12903. 

 

Le Mouvement social has published a new issue: « 

Femmes africaines et mobilisations collectives 

(années 1940-1970) », 2016/2 (n° 255) 

coordinated by Emmanuelle Bouilly et Ophélie 

Rillon. Table of contents: 

http://www.lemouvementsocial.net/numero_rev

ue/2016-2-femmes-africaines-et-mobilisations-

collectives-annees-1940-1970/ 

 

New entries on Gender and Europe from the 

Encyclopedia Writing a new history of Europe 

(Research initiative LABEX EHNE). Online: 

http://www.ehne.fr/theme/genre-et-europe 

In English:  

Rebecca Rogers, «Educating Europeans» 

Rebecca Rogers, «Coeducation» 

Beatrice Haengeli, «new Education» 

Yannick Ripa, «Prositution, 19th-21th centuries» 

Yannick Ripa, «Abolitionism» 

Yannick Ripa, «Regulating Prostitution» 

Lilian Mathieu, «European Lexicon of 

Prostitution»  

 

In French:  

Rebecca Rogers, «Éduquer des Européens et des 

Européennes» 

Rebecca Robgers, «L’éducation nouvelle» 

FRANCE 
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Beatrice Haengeli, «L’enseignement mixte en 

Europe» 

Anne Cova, «Féminisme et néo-malthusianisme» 

Ariane Jossin, «Féminisme et altermondialisme» 

Mercedes Yusta, «Féminismes européens face 

aux fascismes» 

Claire Lafon, «Le lobby européen des femmes» 

Philippe de Wolf, «Se nommer pour les 

féministes, un acte militant» 

Yves Denéchère, «Acteurs et actrices de la 

construction européenne» 

Linda Guerry, «Genre, nationalité et 

naturalisation» 

Yves Denéchère, «Le genre du personnel 

communautaire en Europe» 

Julie-Anne Demel, «Les femmes diplomates en 

Europe» 

Sophie Jacquot, «Les politiques d’égalité 

hommes/femmes de l’Union européenne depuis 

1957» 

Yannick Ripa, «La prostitution « XIXe-XXIe siècles» 

Yannick Ripa, «L’abolitionnisme prostitutionnel» 

Yannick Ripa, «Réglementer la prostitution» 

Lilian Mathieu «Le lexique européen de la 

prostitution» 

Yannick Ripa, «Les femmes aux Jeux Olympiques» 

Ute Gerhardt, «Le droit civil, un outil de 

domination masculine»  

Fabrice Virgili, «Quand la guerre trouble le genre» 

Elodie Jauneau, Julie Le Gac, Yannick Ripa, Fabrice 

Virgili, «La féminisation des armées 

européennes» 

Julie Le Gac, «La virilité à l’épreuve des guerres» 

Raphaëlle Branche, «Violence, genre et  "race"» 

 

PUBLICATIONS  

 

Books by individual authors and edited 

collections  

 

Fabrice Boudjaaba, Christine Dousset, Sylvie 

Mouysset, Frères et sœurs du Moyen Age à nos 

jours, Berne, Peter Lang, 2016.  

Geneviève Dermenjian, Renée Dray-Bensoussan, 

Hélène Échinard, Éliane Richard (dir.), Femmes à 

Marseille histoire, féminisme, politique, Marseille, 

Gaussen, 2016. 

Rebecca Rogers et Pascale Molinier (dir.), Les 

femmes dans le monde académique. Perspectives 

comparatives, Rennes, Presses universitaires de 

Rennes, 2016. 

Christine Lévy et Brigitte Lefevre (dir.), Parcours 

féministes dans la  littérature et dans la société 

japonaises de 1910 à 1930. De Seitô aux modèles 

de politique sociale d’avant-guerre, Paris, 

L’Harmattan, 2016.  

Brigitte Lion et Cécile Michel (éd.), The Role of 

Women in Work and Society in the Ancient Near 

East, SANER 13, De Gruyter, Berlin et Boston, 

2016. 

Nelly Sanchez et Irène Royer, Entre mère et fille, 

édition critique du premier recueil de nouvelles de 

la baronne Staffe, Editions des commérages, 

2016, Éditions des Commérages, Paris, 2016. 

Nelly Sanchez (édition critique), Georges de 

Peyrebrune, Du prix « Vie Heureuse » à la Société 

des Gens de Lettres (1881-1917), «Les 

Correspondances», Paris, Classiques Garnier, 

2016. 

Valérie Schafer, Benjamin G. Thierry (eds), 

Connecting Women. Women, Gender and ICT in 

Europe in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Century, 

Heidelberg, Springer, 2015. 

Fabrice Virgili et Daniele Voldman, La garçonne e 

l’assassino Storia di Louise e di Paul, disertore 

travestito, nella Parigi degli anni folli, Roma, 

Viella, 2016 (Italian translation).  

Michelle Zancarini-Fournel, Les luttes et les 

rêves. Une histoire populaire de la France de 1685 

à nos jours, Paris, La Découverte/Zones, 2016.  

 

Articles in journals  

 

Boussahba-Bravard Myriam, «L’autopromotion  

des femmes à la Foire internationale de Chicago 

(1893) : identités, représentations et 

structuration politique», Relations internationals, 

2015/4, n° 164, 41–58.   

Rebecca Rogers, «"Cherchez la femme" : Women 

and Gender in French Scholarship on the 
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Empire», Journal of Women’s History, n°28/4, 

2016, 124–133.   

Christine Lévy, «Débats sur la contraception et 

l’autonomie sexuelle chez les féministes 

japonaises», Nouvelles questions féministes, 

n°35/1, 2016, 48–64. 

Fabrice Virgili, «Les viols commis par l’armée 

allemande en France (1940-1944)», Vingtième 

Siècle. Revue d’histoire, 2/2016, n° 130, 103–120.  

 

Articles in edited collections  

 

Dominique Gauthiez-Rieucau, «La philosophie 

des Lumières à l’épreuve du genre; l’exemplarité 

de Condorcet, Olympe de Gouges et Mary 

Wollstonecraft pour nos sociétés modernes», in 

Nizar Ben Saad (dir.) Philosophie des Lumières 

aujourd’hui. Bilan et perspectives, Mons, Ed. du 

CIPA, 2015, 393–413. 

Martine Sonnet, «Quelques échos des pratiques 

musicales dans l'éducation des filles au XVIIIe 

siècle», in C. Deutsch, C. Giron-Panel (dir.), 

Pratiques musicales féminines : discours, normes, 

représentations, Lyon, Symétrie, 2016, 35–55. 

Rebecca Rogers, «L’école de Mme Luce pour les 

jeunes filles musulmanes à Alger (1845-1861)» in 

Michel Levallois et Philippe Regnier (dir.), Les 

saint-simoniens et l’Algérie au XIXe siècle. Le 

combat d’Ismaÿl Urbain, Paris, Riveneuve 

éditions, 2016, 351–369. 

Christine Lévy, «Misogynie au Japon : discours 

autour d’un fait divers» in Nadia Mekouar et 

Maurice Daumas (dir.), La Misogynie - Des 

vestiges du passé aux combats d’aujourd’hui,  

Bern, Éditions Peter Lang, 2016, 139–160. 

Fabrice Virgili, «La Seconde Guerre mondiale une 

affaire d’hommes», in Jean Lopez et Olivier 

Wieviorka (dir.), Les Mythes de la Seconde Guerre 

mondiale, Paris, Perrin, 2015, 181–204. 

Fabrice Virgili, «La traitresse» in Claude Gauvard 

(dir.), Présumées coupables, Les grands procès 

faits aux femmes, Paris, L’Iconoclaste, 2016, 226–

270. 

Other publications  

 

Interviews of «Prix Mnémosyne» winners whose  

books have been published: 

#1 – La comtesse de Ségur Ou l’art discret de la 

subversion de Maialen Berasategui  

#2 – Farouche Atalante Portrait d’une héroïne 

grecque d’Emilie Druihle 

#3 – Citoyennes des champs de Pauline 

Moszkowski-Ouargli 

 

Compiled by Linda Guerry 

(guerry.linda@gmail.com) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

On December 9, 2016  President of IFRWH Eileen 

Boris gave a lecture entitled “The War Against 

Women, the Battle Against Unions, and the 

Assault against Mexicans, African Americans, and 

Muslims: Welcome to Trump's America in 

Historical Perspective" at the Institute for 

Research in Language and Culture, Tsuda College. 

The visit was hosted by Yuko Takahashi, a board 

member of the Federation and President of 

Tsuda College.   

 

NEWS AND NOTES  

 

The following is the report on the last six months 

submitted by each association/society that 

participates in the Japan Committee.  

mailto:guerry.linda@gmail.com
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The Society of Research on Women’s History 

(総合女性史学会) held two regular meetings. On 

September 18, 2016, Hirokazu TSUJI read a paper 

on “Current Status and Issues of Prostitution 

Study in Medieval Japan： From the Perspective 

of Sex Work”. On December 3, 2016, Wenying XU 

gave a presentation on “The Marital Relationship 

between the Feudal Family and the Court Noble 

in the Late Early Modern Period”. On July 30, 

2016, we held another special meeting for a 

graduation thesis presentation. Chikako SEKI 

introduced her graduation thesis on “The Shin-

Yoshiwara Seen in Temporary House Lawsuit: 

People surrounding the Harlot Store”. 

 

The thirteenth annual meeting of the Gender 

History Association of Japan was held at Musashi 

University in Tokyo on Dec. 18, 2016. In the 

morning, there were ten single papers given and 

one panel discussion organized. The title of the 

symposium held in the afternoon was 

“Reconsidering “Postwar Democracy” in the 

Context of U.S.-Japan Relations: From the 

Perspectives of Gender Representation.” Partly 

because it was a very timely theme to discuss 

especially in the year of 2016, there were more 

than one hundred participants to this 

symposium.   

 

2016 was a year of transitions for the Society of 

Historical Studies on Chinese Women 

(Tokyo)(中国女性史研究会). In January, the first 

president of our Society, Suetsugu Reiko, passed 

away, and in August we lost another long-time 

core member of our group, Akiyama Yoko. Both 

scholars made significant contributions to our 

association, and also to the study of Chinese 

women. While we were saddened by the passing 

of these long-term colleagues and friends, we 

also shared in the celebration of a collection of 

essays that we had been working on for some 

time. The book, Chinese Media, Representations, 

and Gender (in Japanese, 

『中国のメディア・表象とジェンダー』) was 

published by Kenbun Shuppan in September and 

includes essays by many members of our 

association. We look forward to receiving 

comments and critiques.  

 

The Society for the Research in Women's 

History（女性史総合研究会） held a regular 

meeting three times in the second half of the 

year. At the meeting in July a reporter read the 

paper on the theme "Woman and War that were 

Printed on Yuzen-silk". In September two reports 

were made on the subjects, that is, "The Image of 

the Modern Japanese Handsome Man Formed by 

Media" and "Development of the Obstetrical 

Medical Treatment in the Latter Half of the Edo 

Period". In November a researcher from 

Otake（大竹）in Hiroshima Prefecture, gave a 

presentation on "Japanese war responsibility 

made clear through our research into 

Nanjing（南京）and into the history of Otake".  

 

Compiled by Yuko Takahashi 

yukotkhs@tsuda.ac.jp 

 

 

 

 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

 

Dr G.A. Mak (b. 1961) has been named professor 

by special appointment of the Political History of 

Gender in the Netherlands at the University of 

Amsterdam’s (UvA) Faculty of Humanities, 

effective on 1 September. The chair was 

established on behalf of the Wilhelmina Drucker 

Foundation. 

Geertje Mak specialises in historical research into 

the changing meanings of gender, both male and 

female. What role do bodies and sexuality play in 

this regard? By taking a gender perspective, Mak 

aims to present a new view on political history. It 

is precisely those subjects that have been 

sidelined from the canon of political-military 

history – bodies, healthcare, reproduction, 

NETHERLANDS 

mailto:yukotkhs@tsuda.ac.jp
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emotions, families, sexuality – that could be 

crucial for an understanding of history. Mak 

believes gender cannot be viewed separately 

from other important differences like ethnicity, 

class, religion or race. 

 

On December 9, the Vereniging voor 

Gendergeschiedenis (VVG) organized the 

symposium ‘Black History & gender’ to present 

the new ‘Historica, magazine for genderhistory’ 

about ‘Black Gender’. 

 

The study group ‘The Nineteenth Century’ 

organized on December 9 a seminar on ‘Suffrage 

and Democracy’. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Myriam Everard and Francisca de Haan (eds.), 

Rosa Manus (1881–1942): The International Life 

and Legacy of a Jewish Dutch Feminist. Brill, 

Leiden 2016. 

Rosa Manus (1881–1942) uncovers the life of the 

Dutch feminist and peace activist Rosa Manus, 

co-founder of the Women’s International League 

for Peace and Freedom, vice-president of the 

International Alliance of Women, and founding 

president of the International Archives for the 

Women’s Movement (IAV) in Amsterdam, 

revealing its rootedness in Manus’s radical 

secular Jewishness. Because the Nazis looted the 

IAV (1940) including Manus’s large personal 

archive, and subsequently arrested (1941) and 

murdered her (1942), Rosa Manus has been 

almost unknown to later generations. This 

collective biography offers essays based on new 

and in-depth research on pictures and documents 

from her archives, returned to Amsterdam in 

2003, as well as other primary sources. It thus 

restores Manus to the history from which the 

Nazis attempted to erase her. 

Contributors include: Margot Badran, Mineke 

Bosch, Ellen Carol DuBois, Myriam Everard, Karen 

Garner, Francisca de Haan, Dagmar Wernitznig, 

and Annika Wilmers. 

 

Yearbook of Women’s History 35, entitled 

“Gender and Activism. Women’s Voices in 

Political Debates” (guest editor Mieke Aerts). 

 

Jolande Withuis, Juliana. Vorstin in een 

mannenwereld (Juliana. Queen in a men’s world). 

Bezige Bij, De, 2016. Juliana is a biography about 

the Dutch queen Juliana (1909–2004), 

grandmother of King Willem Alexander.  

 

Monique Leyenaar, Hare Excellentie. 60 jaar 

vrouwelijke ministers in Nederland. 

Bert Bakker, 2016. The book is based on 

interviews with female ministers in the 

Netherlands. 

 

Compiled by Greetje Bijl  

greetjebijl@gmail.com  

 

 

 

NEWS 

The Russian Association for Research in 

Women’s History held its ninth convention in 

October, 2016. This time the conference was 

hosted by Smolensk State University so that a 

tradition to bring people to a new place to help 

them to meet each other is maintained. More 

than 200 researchers from all over Russia, 

Belarus, Moldova, Poland, Lithuania, Italy, Japan, 

and the US arrived to Smolensk to take part in 

discussions related to a general problem stated in 

the title of the conference – ‘Motherhood and 

Fatherhood through the prism of time and 

culture’.  

Fifteen panels of the conference have been 

arranged to discuss multiple questions on history 

of childhood and family, childbearing culture, 

transformations of parenthood, development of 

social politics and maternity care, representations 

of motherhood and fatherhood in visual art and 

literature. Some important and controversial 

RUSSIA 
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methodological problems were raised at three 

round tables with participation of leading figures 

of the Russian academy. The focus of discussions 

was placed on the notion of motherhood: many 

speakers tried to analyze changing maternal roles 

and their perception over the time, ethnic and 

confessional differences in behavioral models. 

One of the panels was dedicated to the memory 

of the outstanding Russian researcher Igor Kon 

whose colleagues keep developing studies of 

masculinities and parental roles.      

The conference papers have been published in 

two volumes in Russian: 

Materinstvo i ottsovstvo skvoz prizmu vremeni i 

kultur:  materialy IX mezhdunarodnoi nauchnoi 

konferencii RAIZhI i IEA RAN, 13-16 oktyabrya 

2016 goda, Smolensk (Moscow, 2016). 

CURRENT PROJECTS 

Two research groups are directed at the Institute 

of Anthropology and Ethnology of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences by Dr Natalia Pushkareva. 

The first is studying development of the maternal 

identity, familial and collective memory about 

‘women’s destiny’ in Russia over the last three 

centuries. Another group is focused on 

reproductive behavior and obstetric practices in 

Russia in the period from XVI to XXI centuries.   

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Natalia Mitsyuk, Rozhdeniye materi. Subkultura 

materinstva v vysshikh sloyakh obshestva 

industrialnoi Rossii, Smolensk, 2015. 

(Translation of the title: “The birth of a mother. 

Subculture of motherhood in upper classes of 

industrial Russia”.) 

Compiled by Natalia Novikova 

(ntlnvkv@mail.ru) 

 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Monographs 

Verginella, Marta, Terre e lasciti: pratiche 

testamentarie nel contado triestino fra Otto e 

Novecento, (Beit storia). Trieste: Beit, 2016. 

In the rear of the renowned city port of Trieste 

there has been a rather vivid praxis of writing 

testimonies even among rural population: over a 

third of them depended on women. The main 

part of the monograph focuses on the human 

understanding of life and death, which changed 

considerably in the processed of modernization, 

secularization and other forms of social 

development. Dependently upon these processes 

the Triestine country-side also faced the change 

in public engagement of women, who gradually 

became important holders of family economy. 

The shift in their mental world is well reflected 

also in the testimonies. 

Ratej, Mateja, Vojna po vojni: štajerske kmečke 

družine v dvajsetih letih 20. stoletja 2016. 

Ljubljana: Modrijan, 2016. 

The monograph deals with the social 

consequences of the Great War, shedding light 

upon family circles. Based upon abundant 

criminal records it analyses four peasant families 

in Styria (in Northern Yugoslavia), the sceneries of 

horrible homicides with women as victims. The 

author understands these crimes as a partial 

result of paradoxical post-war situation, when 

unrestrained interwar morality overlapped with 

restored patriarchal patterns. 

Articles, monograph chapters 

Verginella, Marta, “Succession choices of small 

farmers and women farmers' wills in the area 

around Trieste in the nineteenth century”, In 

mailto:ntlnvkv@mail.ru
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Sovic, Silvia, Viazzo, Pier Paolo, Thane, Pat (eds.). 

The history of families and households: 

comparative European dimensions, (Central and 

Eastern Europe, 6). Leiden; Boston: Brill, 2016, 

207–231. 

The article is based upon the testaments 

preserved in the villages around the city of 

Trieste. Its main method used is a comparative 

historical analysis of the historical sources, which 

speak also of worldviews of the rural population. 

It is noteworthy that among the testators there 

was a considerable share of women. 

Cergol Paradiž, Ana, Verginella, Marta, ”’Volemo 

pan, polenta e lavor’: le proteste delle donne 

triestine, 1914–1918”, Genesis, 15 (1) 2016, 87–

112. 

During the First World War the lack of food 

became a burning issue in many European towns. 

Everyday urban spaces were transformed into 

important points of destabilization and resistance 

as well as political venues in which women 

importantly participated as consumers and 

housewives. Using a variety of sources, especially 

court records, and by applying the concept of 

»moral economy« this paper analyses how the 

women of Trieste, in particular by participating in 

riots, demonstrations and other smaller illegal 

actions related to food, fought against war 

shortages.  

Selišnik, Irena, Cergol Paradiž, Ana, Koncilija, 

Žiga, “Frauenproteste in den 

slowenischsprachigen Regionen Österreich-

Ungarns vor dem und im Ersten Weltkrieg”, 

Arbeit, Bewegung, Geschichte, (2) 2016, 44–62. 

The article sheds light upon women’s protests in 

the Slovene Lands of the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire before and during the First World War. 

Women in Slovenian territory have always played 

a prominent role in the labour movement. They 

participated in the Social Democratic Party and 

activities associated with the same. The outbreak 

of the First World War inevitably and radically 

changed the role of women in societies of all 

states involved, including those in the Slovene 

Lands of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Women's 

role of an economic, social and emotional 

foundation of the »home« front during the First 

World War consequently also strengthened their 

political role. 

Selišnik, Irena, “Vstop množic v polje političnega 

na prelomu 20. stoletja na Slovenskem”, in Šter, 

Katarina, Žagar Karer, Mojca (eds.), Historični 

seminar 12. Ljubljana: Založba ZRC, ZRC SAZU, 

2016, 65–85. 

At the turn of the 20th century as the 

consequences of nationalization of politics, its 

democratization and expansion of cultural wars 

masses entered into politics. Potential voters, 

male and female, as well as political parties’ 

partisans and supporters including those who 

were not enfranchised filled in the public spaces 

and became interested for political parties. They 

entered in to the political life, which was before 

reserved only for prominent individuals and 

before all for voters. With new political 

discourses new political spaces were formed and 

with them new political practices and rituals.  

Devetak, Robert, “Charitable activities of 

Slovenian women in Gorizia during the first year 

of the First World War”, Kronika, 64 (1), 65–78. 

The paper describes charitable activities 

undertaken by Slovenian women under the Red 

Cross in Gorizia and seeks to place them within a 

broader framework of women’s activities during 

the First World War by throwing light on some 

peculiarities of the South-Western part of 

Austria-Hungary. Moreover, emphasis is placed 

on the influence of multinational composition of 

the province (County of Gorizia and Gradisca) on 

these activities during the first war year. 

Devetak, Robert, “’Women are already winning 

everywhere, but not here: We're not giving them 

trousers. Who is going to wear skirts then?’ The 
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reception of jupe-culotte in Goriza”, Zgodovina za 

vse: vse za zgodovino, 23 (1) 2016, 5–14. 

Responses upon Paul Poiret's fashion collection 

of divided skirt or jupe-culotte in the spring of 

1911 were manifold. Its arrival and reception 

across Europe thoroughly shook traditional 

women's clothing patterns. The article will shed a 

light on public discourses upon the arrival 

reception of divided skirt in the town of Gorizia.    

Koncilija, Žiga, “The impact of War Circumstances 

on Women's Criminality – Criminal Records of the 

Provincial Court in Ljubljana (1914-1916)”, 

Historical Review, 70 (1-2), 2016, 186–204. 

The article deals with the phenomenon of the 

totality of World War I in light of criminality, 

women's criminality in particular. How the 

stricter repression of the governmental-

administrative structures following the Great War 

affected defining of the sphere of criminality? 

What can be detected from various criminal 

records that address charges upon women?   

Mleku, Jernej, “The authorities must rectify the 

repentance of an Aleksandrinka with a wild life: 

Newspaper truths on Aleksandrinke and 

Aleksandrinstvo before World War I”, Historical 

Review, 70 (1-2), 2016, 162–185. 

The text focuses on public debates around the 

phenomenon of Alexandrines, Slovene women 

from the North-Eastern Adriatic region, who 

emigrated to Egypt and worked in the sphere of 

domestic work. He author analysed conservative 

and liberal newspapers in order to uncover, what 

»truths« were publicly articulated about the 

phenomenon in regard to family, religion and 

nation in particular. 

Mlekuž, Jernej, “Aleksandrinke as the carriers of 

honour of national community in the Karol 

Pečnik's post from Egipt (1897)”, Two Homelands 

43, 2016, 143–156. 

The paper examines a letter by physician Karol 

Pečnik from Alexandria, which was published in 

three issues of the Goriška newspaper Soča in 

1897 and focuses to a great extent on Slovenian 

emigrants in Egypt, the so-called aleksandrinke. 

Pečnik’s attitude towards migration is not a priori 

negative, and in contrast to other newspaper 

reporting on aleksandrinke in those times, moral 

denunciation is not his primary concern. His main 

focus is (nationally conscious) women who, while 

living in a foreign, urban environment, are in 

great danger of falling through the nationalist 

dragnet. His letter shows that wo¬men who were 

exposed to foreign elements (at the edge of the 

“national body”) constituted a potential threat of 

national contamination and that they were an 

important element of national(istic) thinking.  

Strle, Urška, “Begunke in vélika vojna na 

Slovenskem”, in BeguŠ, Ines, Klavora, Marko, 

BreŠan, Katarina (eds.),  Begunci: slovenski 

begunci s soške fronte: zbornik. Nova Gorica: 

Goriški muzej Kromberk, 2016, 44–51, 131. 

Seeking refuge was the most representative fate 

of the civilians in the Soča region (ital. Isonzo 

regione) where the so- called Isonzo front took 

place (1915-1917). Among the refugees, women 

often appeared as key figures for they 

represented up to two thirds of the civil 

population. Due to mobilization many families 

depended on women, who played the role of the 

breadwinner. 

Strle, Urška, “Delavke v ljubljanski industriji med 

veliko vojno (1914-1918) = Female workers in 

Ljubljana's industry during the Great War (1914-

1918)”, in ŽUPANEK, Bernarda et al (ed.), Nova 

doba prihaja! : industrija - delo - kapital = A new 

age is coming! : industry - labour - capital. 

Ljubljana: Mestni muzej, 2016, 96–113. 

The article is dedicated to the visible efforts of 

female workers during WW1, with a particular 

focus on women employed in factories based in 

Ljubljana. It deals with the peculiar history of 
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labour where wage systems, work quotas and the 

organisation of work were adjusted to the 

circumstances of war, often avoiding any control 

by state institutions. Such activities generally left 

behind only fragmentary and incomplete 

historical sources. 

Strle, Urška, “Go West!: illegal postwar 

migrations from the Soča region in the light of a 

case study”, in Verginella, Marta (ed.), 

Sconfinamenti storiografici e attraversamenti di 

confini, Qualestoria, 44 (1), 2016, 27–46. 

The article focuses on the life-story of a Slovenian 

emigrant named Stanka that serves as a basis to 

elucidate the processes of illegal migrations from 

the western Yugoslavian outskirts towards Italy. 

The personal perspective enables a more 

thorough and detailed insight into the massive 

outflow of Slovenian population in the initial 

post-war years and intends to upgrade the 

politicized and ideologically conditioned 

understanding of the phenomenon.  

Testen, Petra, “La nostra ‘materia prima’: le 

donne slovene a servizio a Gorizia tra otto e 

novecento”, in Verginella, Marta (ed.), 

Sconfinamenti storiografici e attraversamenti di 

confini, Qualestoria, 44 (1), 2016, 47-63. 

The following text tackles the issue of Slovenian 

servants in Gorizia between the 19th and 20th 

Centuries, when the relationships among 

individual ethnic communities, especially 

between Italians and Slovenians, had become 

particularly tense. In the struggle of Slovenians 

for the right to their own culture and language, as 

well as their ever growing efforts for recognition 

in economic terms, housemaids had become the 

protagonists of nationalistic spurs that had been 

forming in the area.  

Cergol Paradiž, Ana, “Il destino delle madri nubili 

negli atti processuali sugli infanticidi e sugli aborti 

tra il 1860 e il 1910 nellʼarea triestina”, in 

Verginella, Marta (ed.), Sconfinamenti 

storiografici e attraversamenti di confini, 

Qualestoria, 44 (1), 2016, 81-98. 

On the basis of court records on abortions and 

infanticides of the Court of Trieste, the article 

tries to reconstruct a small part of the history of 

extramarital affairs in the Trieste Region during 

the second half of the long 19th century. The 

analysis is primarily based on the comparison of 

the circumstances and reasons of committing 

these (then) criminal acts. 

Čeč, Dragica, “Professional, working identities of 

female poor relief recipients”, in Conference 

proceedings (3), Anthropology, archaeology, 

history & philosophy. Vol. 1, History and 

philosophy, Sofia: STEF 92 Technology, 2016, 

187–194. 

Since women's work was often part-time, casual 

was regarded as not important enough to declare 

the commissioners. Additional women’s work 

was sometimes regarded as illegal and immoral. 

Due to lack of other sources we will use a source, 

which include predominantly lower strata of 

urban population. Based on qualitative and 

quantitative analysis of registers of poor-relief 

benefactors the paper will draw the varieties of 

women’s work. 

EVENTS 

Conferences, Seminars, Lectures 

Cergol Paradiž, Ana, Protesti v Trstu med prvo 

svetovno vojno: round table “Izzivi raziskovanja 

vélike vojne”, Ljubljana, 2. 3. 2016. 

During the Great War, women sought to achieve 

their goals through various, also political 

methods, one of the most prominent examples of 

which represented by spontaneous or organized 

public protests. These were also common in 

Slovenian Lands, with one of the first occurring 

on May 8, 1915, and others following in the years 

to come, including 1917 and 1918. As elsewhere 

throughout states involved in the War (Germany, 
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France, Russia), these women’s contentious 

actions were related to the prevalent and 

ongoing mid-war problem of food shortages. 

During the last months of 1917, Slovenian women 

also joined the increasingly active labour 

manifestations, in which the demands for food 

started to intertwine with the anti-war 

propaganda. 

Selišnik, Irena, Bolniške strežnice v prvi svetovni 

vojni: round table “Izzivi raziskovanja vélike 

vojne”, Ljubljana, 2. 3. 2016. 

Even before the First World War there was 

ongoing discussion if medical nurses should be 

mobilized for taking care for the wounded solders 

in case of great military conflict, natural disasters 

or epidemics. After the outbreak of the Great 

War the Austrian authorities encouraged the 

professionalization of the nursing in which mainly 

women were invited to join. With their presence 

war nurses invaded dichotomy of 

public/battlefront-private/home front. In the 

image of war nurses we can find unconfutable 

relationships between understanding of war and 

women and quickly changing values in times of 

war. 

Strle, Urška, Ženske v gospodarstvu vélike vojne: 

round table “Izzivi raziskovanja vélike vojne”, 

Ljubljana, 2. 3. 2016. 

When one thinks of female factory workers 

during World War I, one usually brings to mind 

well-known photographs of women assembling 

shells, ammunition, weapons and other goods 

required to satisfy the needs of the insatiable war 

machine. In terms of heavy and metalworking 

industries, which in wartime were restructured as 

a munitions industry, the Habsburg Monarchy 

was significantly less developed than either Great 

Britain or France. Modest level of women’s 

official mobilisation in the Habsburg Monarchy 

can be attributed to conflicting views on female 

labour (on both the administrative and political 

levels), reflecting both the conservative and the 

liberal understanding of women’s role in society. 

Verginella, Marta, Donne slovene nella 

Resistenza. Tra memoria e oblio: symposium 

“Donne della resistenza/Women of the 

resistance”, Udine, 4. 3. 2016. 

The lecture dealt with the role of women in the 

Slovenian Liberation Movement (1941-45), 

particularly with the ways how their engagement 

was historicized throughout the after war period. 

It contextualized the remembrance upon their 

extraordinary activity and the factors that 

contributed to the oblivion. 

Verginella, Marta, Selišnik, Irena, Marica 

Nadlišek Bartol (1867-1940): an editor and a 

refugee: IARCEES conference "Individuals and 

institutions in Europe and Eurasia", Maynooth, 

Ireland 6.-8. 5. 2016.  

The paper discussed the intersections with 

various institutions in the biography of Marica 

Nadlišek Bartol, who lived and worked between 

the Habsburg cities of Trieste and Ljubljana. She 

is known as a school teacher and particularly the 

first editor of the first Slovenian women’s journal 

Slovenka (Trieste, 1897-1902). 

Testen, Petra, Minka Skaberne (1882-1965): a 

charity worker, co-founder of the Slovenian 

Society for the Blind: IARCEES conference 

"Individuals and institutions in Europe and 

Eurasia", Maynooth, Ireland 6.–8. 5. 2016. 

The contribution presented the activities of 

Minka Skaberne, at first a teacher in Ljubljana, 

who dedicated her life to the work for the blind. 

Apart from numerous lectures, publications, and 

extended voluntary work in the field she laid 

institutional foundations for the blind, namely for 

the humanitarian society for the blind in Ljubljana 

and the library for the blind, which has been 

named after her. 
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Strle, Urška, Ivana Kobilca (1861-1926): an 

academic painter: IARCEES conference 

"Individuals and institutions in Europe and 

Eurasia", Maynooth, Ireland 6.-8. 5. 2016. 

The presentation elucidated biographical aspects 

of the most renowned Slovenian female painter 

Ivana Kobilca, which enable to understand how a 

woman, a native of peripheral and rather 

conservative town of Ljubljana managed to 

become a successful artist. Despite the lack of 

opportunities for women to enrol on artistic 

academic institutions in the Habsburg monarchy 

she lived from artistic work throughout her 

lifetime. 

Žakelj, Tjaša, Ženske in obmejni fašizem: 

sociološki pregled nagovarjanja žensk k 

uresničevanju njihovih družbenih vlog v revijah 

Edinost in Goriška straža med letoma 1920 in 

1928. Conference "Obmejni fašizem – kulturna in 

socialna zgodovina", Koper, 20.-21. 6. 2016. 

The paper examined desired social roles of 

women in the Julian March, Italy and place them 

in the context of the so-called border fascism. 

The research is based upon the analysis of the 

periodicals Edinost (Unity) and Goriška straža (the 

Guard of Gorizia) between 1920 and 1928, 

focusing particularly on those articles, which 

thematise women's engagement in the private 

and public sphere. 

Verginella, Marta, Woman Experience and Body 

in the Fascist Prisons and Concentration Camps: 

ISCH conference "Gender and generations: 

spaces, times and relationships in cultural-

historical perspective", Trieste, 18.-22. 7. 2016. 

Woman's experience of not only Nazi, but also 

Fascist and Communist concentration camps was 

poorly researched in the historiographical 

contexts until recently. As Primo Levi had 

stressed in his renowned work The Drowned and 

the Saved (I sommersi e i salvati), experiencing 

shame in particular remained a neglected 

perspective in the concentration camp memoirs. 

Women’s written or narrated memories about 

the Italian fascist camps and prisons left only 

small traces in regard to experiencing 

promiscuity, nakedness, danger of sexual 

harassment and sexual violence. 

Strle, Urška, Remembering Italian fascist camps: 

gendered narratives: ISCH conference "Gender 

and generations: spaces, times and relationships 

in cultural-historical perspective", Trieste, 18.-22. 

7. 2016. 

The paper evolves around poor recognition of the 

Italian war crimes in the international context, 

where Italian occupiers have been considered 

mostly as indulgent and benevolent, and their 

concentration camps as mild and favourably 

inclined. It focused upon Slovene people, 

particularly on Slovene women and attempted to 

expose authentic women’s experiences. Historical 

accounts that do not include the depth and 

substance of women’s consciousness are in 

danger to deal with ill-shapen representations of 

history and the society in the midst of it. 

Cergol Paradiž, Ana, Testen, Petra, Identity 

relationships between (female) servants and their 

householders in Trieste at the beginning of the 

20th century: servants, householders and 

national belonging: ISCH conference "Gender and 

generations: spaces, times and relationships in 

cultural-historical perspective", Trieste, 18.-22. 7. 

2016. 

Based on the population census, extending to 5 

blocks in Trieste during the years 1900 and 1910, 

the paper reconstructed some aspects of identity 

relationships between female servants and their 

male and female householders in the first decade 

of the 20th century while in the Trieste 

multicultural environment the national relations 

were sharpened. 

Strle, Urška, Testen, Petra, Iz Posočja v Istro med 

prvo svetovno vojno: kronika Neže Rejec: 

symposium “V senci Velike vojne: odraz vojnih 
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dogajanj na življenje istrskega civilnega 

prebivalstva”, Pula, 13.-15. 10. 2016. 

The lecture was based upon the findings 

emanating from unusually rich and lucidly written 

heritage of a domestic servant, which was 

recently found in the private archive. Though 

Neža Rejec wrote her diaries and notes from 

1904 till her death in 1966, the lecture 

interpreted primarily her observation of the 

Great War years. 

Selišnik, Irena, Nationalist discourse on Slovene 

women and their intimate decisions: symposium 

“Women/Borders/Social networks”, Ljubljana, 27. 

- 28. 10. 2016. 

In the last two decades before the end of the 

nineteenth century, more modern views about 

the importance of education for women became 

more frequent, since the nation needed educated 

women. In the eighties, the Slovene nationalist 

movement realised that the national-building 

work cannot stay merely in the domain of the 

nationally conscious male bourgeoisie, and that a 

more active inclusion of the wider public is 

required as well, and, of course, also of women. 

Testen, Petra, Minka Skaberne (1882-1965): a 

charity worker for the blind: symposium 

“Women/Borders/Social networks”, Ljubljana, 27. 

- 28. 10. 2016. 

The contribution will present Minka Skaberne, a 

teacher, who devoted the majority of her spare 

time to charity work for the blind. She is 

considered one of the first Slovene educators for 

the blind. After the First World War, she actively 

participated in the preparation of the programme 

for charitable institutions responsible for care 

and education of the blind, the deaf and other 

disabled persons.  

Cergol Paradiž, Ana, Interfaith and interethnic 

couples in Trieste before World War I: 

symposium “Women/Borders/Social networks”, 

Ljubljana, 27. - 28. 10. 2016. 

The lecture was based on analysing a sample of 

religiously and nationally exogamous couples in 

Trieste in the decades before World War I. In this 

context, attention to the frequently overlooked 

aspects of gender was paid. The lecture focused 

upon the question of whether gender played a 

significant role in these “mixed marriages” in 

their post-nuptial changes in identity definitions. 

It also inquired about the descendants of 

exogamous couples and which national or 

religious group they assimilated to. 

Strle, Urška, The painter Ivana Kobilca in light of 

her social network: symposium 

“Women/Borders/Social networks”, Ljubljana, 27. 

- 28. 10. 2016. 

With a special focus on her abundant social 

network, Ivana Kobilca’s biography reveals the 

painter’s own thoughtful strategies for 

overcoming barriers that limited women’s artistic 

expressions in the period of belle époque. In 

order to be able to create, she dared to bypass 

certain institutionalized policies, while in other 

cases she also cooperated with them. The 

presentation was based on ego-documents 

(correspondence, notes, address books, 

photographs) and is contextualised into a broader 

socio-cultural environment. 

Mihurko Poniž, Katja, Between fact and fiction: 

Zofka Kveder as a feminist icon in the writings of 

her contemporaries: symposium 

“Women/Borders/Social networks”, Ljubljana, 27. 

- 28. 10. 2016. 

The paper discussed the process of development 

of the author Zofka Kveder (1878–1926) into 

twentieth-century feminist icon in the Croatian, 

Czech, Slovene, Serbian, and Austrian space. 

Kveder’s oeuvre consists of prose, plays, literary 

and theatrical reviews, as well as feminist writing 

in Slovene, Czech, Croatian, and German. Due to 

her status of a feminist and cultural icon, she has 

not been an overlooked or forgotten author. 

However, although the Slovene, Croatian, Czech, 
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and Serbian literary histories have intensively 

dealt with her work and personality in the last 

two decades, the strategies of her “canonization” 

have never been properly reflected upon.  

Films, Exhibitions 

Širca, Majda (director), Antić, Milica G.; Cergol 

Paradiž, Ana; Destovnik, Irena; Milharčič-Hladnik, 

Mirjam; Leskošek, Vesna; Selišnik, Irena; Skamen, 

Ivanka; Slapšak, Svetlana; Stariha, Gorazd; Šelih, 

Alenka; Verginella, Marta; Vodopivec, Nina; 

Vodopivec, Peter; Žnidaršič-Žagar, Sabina. 

Ženska. Ljubljana: RTV Slovenija, 2016.  

The documentary film simply entitled “Ženska” 

(Woman) is a historical, essayistic and 

interpretative overview of the struggle for 

women’s rights in the Slovenian space. It presents 

crucial milestones in the process of gaining 

gender equality and implementation of women’s 

political, economic and social rights in both public 

and private spheres. 

Verginella, Marta; Testen, Petra; Devetak, Robert; 

Ajlec, Kornelija; Cergol Paradiž, Ana; Selišnik, 

Irena; Strle, Urška; Koren, Tadej; Koncilija, Žiga; 

Mikša, Peter; Svoljšak, Petra; Kosi, Jernej. 1916 - 

(War)-fare. Women behind the Isonzo Front Line, 

Kobarid, 10. 6. - 31. 10. 2016. 

The third in the series of exhibitions addressing 

the roles of Women in the Great War focuses on 

the question of food. The Great War caused a rift 

in the European daily routine and transformed 

the diet. Soon after its outbreak, particularly in 

the Austrian part of the Habsburg Monarchy, 

food shortages emerged. The bulk of supplies 

was, just as in other warring countries, intended 

for the army. Abundance at the table, the pre-

war domain of the middle and upper class, 

became a vague memory. 

Compiled by Urška Strle 

ursulus@yahoo.com 

 

 

The Korean Association of Women's History 

(KAWH) 

 

The Korean Association of Women's History 

(KAWH) was founded in September 2004. The 1st 

president was Lee Baeyong (a former professor 

and the 13th president of Ewha Woman’s 

University) and she carried forward the KAWH to 

participate in international settings. It was during 

the "Women's Worlds 2005：The 9th 

International Interdisciplinary Congress on 

Women" that the KAWH formed a Women's 

History panel for the first time in an international 

conference. 

 

Through this experience the KAWH came to 

acknowledge the need for coopering and 

networking among researchers in the field of 

women's history as a whole, bringing together 

the researchers who formerly worked somewhat 

separately in the fields categorized as Korean 

History, Western History, and Asian History.  

 

Continuing the successful participation in the 

Women’s World 2005, Women’s History Panel, 

the KAWH also participated in the “International 

Congress of Historical Sciences” and organized 

another panel at the conference of the IFRWH. 

Currently, having twelve years of articles and 

presentations since 2004, the KAWH is taking 

further active role and interest in international 

research on women’s history focusing on Korean 

society.  

 

In 2011, the KAWH held the 1st International 

Symposium on Women’s History of East Asia 

(China, Japan and South Korea) in South Korea. 

Since then, the International Symposium on 

Women’s History of East Asia (China, Japan and 

South Korea) is taking place in every two years. 

The second time in Japan, in 2013 and the third in 



 
34 

 

China, in 2015. In 2017, the symposium will be 

held in South Korea again. Along with this 

international academic meeting, the Association 

has also held the 1st Feminism Humanities 

symposium in 2006, collaborating with the 

Korean Association of Women's Literature and 

the Korean Association of Women's Philosophy. 

Since then, these three associations work 

together and host a joint symposium every two 

years. 

  

The KAWH, annually, participates on the grand 

gathering of overall historians in South Korea in 

the National Conference of Historical Associations 

in the forms of the funding assistance and panel 

contributions. Aside from this, the KAWH is 

holding monthly colloquium series and 

workshops. These results are then published in 

the biannual journal titled “Women and History”.  

 

The KAWH will continuously be a strong 

foundation for women's history researchers to 

articulate their research activities and provide a 

space in which researchers can productively 

communicate with each other. It is the KAWH’s 

hope that through continuously supporting 

women researcher’s enthusiastic activities to 

construct a global network among women's 

history researchers, women’s history academia 

will be able to foster its quantitative and 

qualitative progress to develop and  contribute to 

its proper position in the academic field of 

Korean history. While developing the field of 

humanities by crossing the boundaries of 

traditional historiography, this effort will lead to 

contributing knowledge production enriched in 

the field of history and to promoting wider 

understanding of history in the general 

population.  

 

For these aims, the KAWH would like to ask all of 

your support and cooperation for meaningful 

results to come and to encourage us when the 

KAWH is still in its initial stage.  

Thank you very much for your cooperation.  

(This statement is based on the remarks of Park 

Jin-Sook, the Second President of KAWH) 

 

Past events 2015–2016 

 

■ The Regular Symposium of KAWH in 2015 

Subject: Korean Women’s Economic Power 

(purse strings) 

Date: May 22, 2015  

Venue: Conference room, Munhyeonggwan, 

Academy of Korean Studies 

Joint Organizers: Korean Association of Women’s 

History, Academy of Korean Studies 

 

■ Call for the Resolution of the Japanese Military 

‘Comfort Women’ Issue on the 70th Anniversary 

of Korea‘s Liberation and the 50th Anniversary of 

Diplomatic Relations between Korea and Japan  

Date: August 5, 2015 

Participants: Korean Association of Women’s 

History and member organizations of the 

National Conference of Historical Associations. 

 

Korean Association of Women’s History proposed 

the Resolution of the Japanese Military ‘Comfort 

Women’ Issue on the regular meeting of member 

organizations of the National Conference of 

Historical Associations on June 19th, 2015. The 

twenty member organizations participating on 

the National Conference of Historical Associations 

issued a joint statement on August 5, 2015:  

 

“Joint Statement for the Resolution of the 

Japanese Military ‘Comfort Women’ Issue on the 

70th Anniversary of Korea’s Liberation and the 

50th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations 

between Korea and Japan.” 

 

“The year 2015 marks the 70th anniversary of 

Korea’s liberation from Japanese colonial rule and 

the 50th anniversary of the establishment of 

diplomatic relations between Korea and Japan. 

The time has come for progress, not only in 

Korean-Japanese relations, but also in the mutual 

effort for peace and stability in East Asia. 
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Unfortunately, however, current Korean-

Japanese relations are at an unprecedented 

deadlock. The conflict between the two states 

has deepened due to the problem of historical 

justice, especially in regard to the Japanese 

military ‘comfort women’ issue. The existence of 

‘comfort women’ forcefully recruited by the 

Japanese military has been substantiated by 

numerous historical materials and research, and 

the international community has urged for the 

prompt resolution of the ‘comfort women’ issue, 

defining it as a form of sexual slavery in violation 

of women’s rights and therefore a war crime. 

However, the Japanese government continues to 

make repeated remarks that seem to negate 

previous statements of apology and regret made 

in the Kono Statement, the Murayama 

Statement, and the Kan Statement. They are 

attempts to deny Japan’s historical responsibility 

for the past, including the Japanese military 

‘comfort women’ issue. And recently, the 

Japanese government has threatened peace in 

East Asia by pushing a security bill for the 

exercise of collective self-defense, eliciting fierce 

backlash not only in Japan but also from Korea 

and China. 

In response, the Korean historians issue the 

following position in solidarity with the statement 

calling for the resolution of the Japanese military 

‘comfort women’ issue released last May by 187 

of the world’s Japan studies specialists and 16 of 

the main Japanese historical societies. 

First, the Japanese government must firmly state 

its will to affirm the Kono Statement, the 

Murayama Statement, and the Kan Statement, 

and abandon attempts to deny the historical 

past, including the Japanese military ‘comfort 

women’ issue. It is a clear historical fact that the 

Japanese government recruited military ‘comfort 

women’ into comfort stations designated by the 

Japanese military, sexually violating the women 

repeatedly against their will. 

The Japanese government must cease to distort 

or deny the truth of this issue. Moreover, it must 

immediately offer sincere apologies and 

compensation to the victims. 

Second, the Japanese government must 

immediately cease to obstruct the true 

description of the Japanese military ‘comfort 

women’ issue in history and social studies 

textbooks by hiding or glorifying the history of 

colonial rule and aggression. The Japanese 

government must record the truth about the 

Japanese military ‘comfort women’ issue in 

textbooks to instill a proper historical 

understanding to future generations while doing 

its utmost to prevent a recurrence of such 

violations by addressing it in educational 

materials for world peace and human rights. 

Third, acknowledging that to restore the honor 

and self-respect of the Japanese military ‘comfort 

women’ victims is the path toward uplifting 

women’s dignity worldwide, the Korean and 

Japanese governments should reach a just and 

prudent agreement in order to heal the victims’ 

wounds deep in their hearts while one more 

survivor is still alive. 

On the 70th anniversary of Korea’s liberation and 

the 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties between 

Korea and Japan, Korean historians hope that the 

problems of the historical past between Korea 

and Japan do not thwart positive relations 

between the two states but rather begin the 

process of true historical reconciliation. 

Moreover, we declare our commitment to 

strengthen our cooperation and exchange with 

historians in Japan and the world in order to seek 

and expand historical understanding that is based 

on peace and democracy to serve the future. We 

serve as a cornerstone in overcoming historical 

conflict toward historical reconciliation. 

 

August 5, 2015 

 

Signed by twenty Member organizations of the 

National Conference of Historical Associations; 

The Korean Economic History Society, The Daegu 

Historical Association, The Korean Society for 

Urban History, The Society for Asian Historical 
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Studies, The Pusan-Kyungnam Historical Society, 

The Korean History Education Society, The 

Korean Historical Association, The Korean 

Archaeological Society, The Korean History of 

Science Society, Art History Association of Korea, 

The Association for the Historical Studies on 

Korean National Movement, The Association for 

Korean Historical Studies, The Korean Society of 

History of Historiography, The Historical Society 

of Korea. The Korean Society for Western History, 

Korean Association of Women‘s History, The 

Society for Korean Historical-Folklife Studies, 

Korean History Research Association, Honam 

Historical Association, The Ho-Suh Historical 

Association.”  

 

■ The Academic Seminar on the 70th Anniversary 

of 8·15 National Liberation: From Independence 

to Unification, Korea’ Future Prospect written by 

Women 

Date: August 13, 2015 

Venue: Grand Hall, Korea Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry  

Subject: 1. In the Unification time, Women 

leadership from Korean Women’s Independence 

Movement 2. On the 70th anniversary of National 

Liberation, the Change of Korean Women’s Social 

Role and the Agenda of Unification Korean 

Women 

Joint Organizers: Korean Association of Women’s 

History, Korean Women’s Development Institute, 

Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, Academy 

of Korean Studies, The commemoration service 

and promotion committee for the 70th 

anniversary of National Liberation.  

 

■ The International Symposium on Korean Values 

and Culture in the Global Era  

Subject: Across the Pacific Ocean, Korean Women 

in the Early 20th Century - A Study on the 

Modern Era Migration and Education of Korean 

Women in the USA 

Venue: East-West Center Conference Room 1601, 

East-West Road, Honolulu, Hawaii 

Date: September 25, 2015 

Joint Organizers: Korean Association of Women’s 

History, Academy of Korean Studies, University of 

Hawaii Center for Korean Studies 

 

■ The Academic Seminar on the 120th 

Anniversary of the Empress Myeongseong 

assassination in 1895  

Date: October 7, 2015 

Venue: Auditorium, National Assembly Library  

 

■ The 58th National Conference of Historical 

Associations: Understanding and Communication 

between History and History Education  

Subject: Women’s History Part: Women’s history 

analysis and suggestion on Korean history 

textbooks for the high school  

Date: October 31, 2015 

Venue: Teacher’s college, Seoul National 

University  

 

■ The 3rd International Symposium on Women’s/ 

Gender History in East Asia (China, Japan and 

South Korea)  

Subject: Gender and War in East Asia 

Venue: Room 2001, East Building, Guanghua 

Tower, Fudan University 

Date: December 20∼21, 2015 

Presenters from South Korea: Kang Jeongsook 

(Sungkyunkwan Univ.), Kim Sung-Eun (Daegu 

Haany Univ.), and Park Joo (Catholic University of 

Daegu) 

 

■ The Regular Symposium of KAWH in 2016 

Subject: The Discourse of Virtuous Women, the 

Communication Possibility between Regulation 

and Subject Theory  

Venue: Room 111, Inmungwan, Ewha Woman's 

University  

Date: June 17, 2016 

 

■ Visits to several Women’s Exhibition Halls and 

Women’s Museums in the east of the U.S.A. in 

August 2016 

The National Women’s Exhibition Hall of South 

Korea is trying to raise to the status of the 
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National Women’s Museum. For this, Park Joo, 

Park Hyun-Sook, and Kim Sung-Eun, the members 

of the National Women’s Museum Construction 

Promotion Committee 

(여성사박물관건립추진협의회) and the board 

members of KAWH, visited and made 

observations of several Women’s Exhibition Halls 

and Women’s Museums in the east of the U.S.A. 

in August 2016.  

▷ National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House 

(17 Madison Street, Rochester, NY)  

▷ Susan B. Anthony Memorial Park (Rochester, 

NY) 

▷ Susan B. Anthony’s grave (Rochester, NY)  

▷ Elizabeth Cady Stanton House (Seneca Falls, NY)  

▷ National Women’s Hall of Fame (76 Fall Street, 

Seneca Falls, NY) 

▷ Seneca Knitting Mill (Seneca Falls, NY): Great 

Women and National Women’s Hall of Fame 

schedules for moving-in by the end of 2016  

▷ Women’s Rights National Historical Park (136 

Fall Street, Seneca Falls, NY)  

▷ Women’s Rights National Historical Park Visitor 

Center (136 Fall Street, Seneca Falls, NY) 

▷ Wesleyan (Methodist) Chapel in Seneca Falls 

(Seneca Falls, NY): It’s the place for memorial of 

the First Women’s Rights Convention and the 

Declaration of Sentiments.  

▷ M’Clintock House (Waterloo, NY)  

▷ National Museum of Women in the Arts (1250 

New York Avenue NW Washington D.C.) 

▷ Smithsonian National Museum of American 

History (Washington D.C): the First Ladies of the 

third floor (American Wars and Politics)  

▷ Memorial Park of Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

(Washington D.C): the area of Anna Eleanor 

Roosevelt 

▷ George Washington’s Mount Vernon: the place 

purchased and running by Mount Vernon Ladies’ 

Association  

 

■ Annual General Meeting of KAWH, September 

24, 2016 

The 7th President: Lee, Soon-Gu (National 

Institute of Korean History)  

Auditor: Park, Joo (Catholic University of Daegu), 

KI, Kye-Hyeong (Hanyang Univ.)  

Director of General Affairs: Kim, Eun-Kyung 

(Sookmyung Women's Univ.) 

Director of Research: Kim, Sun-Joo (Chung-Ang 

Univ.)  

Editorial Director and Chairperson of Editorial 

Board: Kim, Sung-Eun (Daegu Haany Univ.)  

Lee, Soon-Gu, the researcher of National Institute 

of Korean History was selected as the 7th 

President of Korean Association of Women’s 

History. Prof. Suzy Kim (Rutgers Univ.) and prof. 

Ruth Barraclough (Australian National Univ.) 

joined us as new editorial board members of 

“Women and History”.  

 

■ The 59th National Conference of Historical 

Associations: Making Records, Archives and 

History 

Subject of Women’s History Part: Records and 

Women – Documented Women and Women’s 

writing  

Date: October 28∼29th, 2016 

Venue: 50th Anniversary Memorial, Seoul 

Women’s University 

 

Compiled by Kim, Sung-Eun (kse-

lope@hanmail.net)  

 

 

 

 

SKOGH (Swedish Women’s and Gender 

Historians) www.skogh.hum.gu.se/ 

President: Johanna Overud 

Center for Gender Studies, Umeå University  

johanna.overud@ucgs.umu.se  

SKOGH board in Umeå:  

SWEDEN 
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Johanna Overud (ordf.), Bodil Formark (vice 

ordf.), Anna-Sara Hammar (kassör), Daniel 

Nyström (sekreterare), Åsa Karlsson Sjögren, 

Beatrice Sundqvist, Åsa Össbo, Liselotte Eriksson, 

Emil Marklund 

SKOGH activities  

The annual general meeting of SKOGH was held 

at Umeå University, Oktober 24. Additional board 

members were elected: Åsa Össbo, Liselotte 

Eriksson, and Emil Marklund.  

SKOGH organized a half day seminar on the 

theme ”Gender perspectives in Historical Studies 

/ Historical perspectives in Gender Studies”, 

Oktober 24. Invited speakers were associate prof. 

Yvonne Svanström, Stockholm University, 

associate prof. Helena Tolvhed, Stockholm 

University, associate prof. Lena Eskilsson, Umeå 

University, and Ph.D. Bodil Formark, Umeå 

University. For more information about the 

seminar please visit skogh.nu or 

facebook.com/SKOGHforening/  

At the History Conference 2017 in Sundsvall, 

Sweden, SKOGH will organize a panel discussion 

on the topic “Women’s History and Gender 

History: A reformation of or a revolution in 

historical research?” The session will discuss the 

emergence and institutionalization of Women’s 

and Gender History in Sweden from 

historiographical perspectives. The theme of the 

conference is “Reformation and Revolution”.  

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Dissertations 

Usually written in Swedish with a summary in 

English. The information collected from GENA 

(www.ub.gu.se/kvinn/gena/) 

Carlgren, Maria, Birgittaskolorna: modeateljéer 

och sömnadsskolor mellan tradition och 

förnyelse, Göteborg ; Makadam, 2016.  

Lindholm, Susan, Remembering Chile: an 

entangled history of Hip-hop in-between Sweden 

and Chile, Malmö högskola. Fakulteten för 

lärande och samhälle, 2016. 

Neilson, Jeffrey, Converging times: parenthood, 

time allocation and the gender division of labour 

in Sweden 1990-2010, Lund: School of Economics 

and Management, Department of Economic 

History, Lund University, 2016. 

Anna Siverskog, Queera livslopp: Att leva och 

åldras som lhbtq-person i en heteronormativ 

värld, diss. Linköpings universitet, 2016 Linköping 

Studies in Art and Science No. 702. 

 

Other publications  

Andersson, Irene, “Telling stories of gendered 

space and place: The political agency of the 

Swedisg Communist Valborg Svensson (1903–

1983). In Erla Hulda Haldórsdóttir, Tiina 

Kinnunen, Maarit Leskelä-Kärki & Birgitte Possing 

(eds.), Biography, Gender, and History: Nordic 

Perspectives, K&h-kustannus, Turku, 2016, 165–

183. 

Arnberg, Klara & Marklund, Carl (2016), “Illegally 

blonde: swedish sin and pornography in U.S. and 

swedish imaginations, 1955-1971”. In: Swedish 

cinema and the sexual revolution : critical essays, 

K Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland and 

Company, Inc., 2016, 185–200. 

Arnberg, Klara & Svanlund, Jonatan (2016), 

“Mad women: gendered divisions in the Swedish 

advertising industry, 1930–2012”, Business 

History (online first). 

Carlsson Wetterberg, Christina, “Biography as a 

way of challenging gender stereotypes: 

Reflections on writing about the Swedish author 

and feminist Frida Steénhoff (1865–1945). In Erla 

Hulda Haldórsdóttir, Tiina Kinnunen, Maarit 

Leskelä-Kärki & Birgitte Possing (eds.), Biography, 

Gender, and History: Nordic Perspectives, K&h-

kustannus, Turku, 2016, 61–78.  

Dahl, Ulrika, Liljeström, Marianne & Manns, Ulla 

(2016): The Geopolitics of Nordic and Russian 
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Gender Research 1975-2005 (Södertörn Academic 

Studies 66), download: http://sh.diva-

portal.org/smash/get/diva2:972563/FULLTEXT01.

pdf 

Manns, Ulla (2016): “För framtiden? 

Emancipatorisk forskning och glapp mellan text 

och tanke”, in Patricia Lorenzoni & Ulla Manns 

(eds.), Historiens hemvist vol. 2: Etik, politik och 

historikerns ansvar, Göteborg, Makadam, 129–

147. 

Compiled by Emma Severinsson 

emma.severinsson@hist.lu.se 

 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 

WHN (UK) SMALL GRANTS POSTGRADUATE 

SCHEME 

The Women’s History Network is offering a small 

grant of £1,000 for holding of a one-day 

conference on women’s history organised by full-

time or part-time postgraduates in universities or 

other institutions of higher education in the UK. 

The grant may be used in collaboration with 

other awards.  To be eligible to enter, the lead 

organiser/s must be members of the Women’s 

History Network at the time of application and at 

the time the activity is to take place.  Members of 

the current Women’s History Network Steering 

Committee are ineligible to apply. 

The deadline for applications this academic year 

is 31 January 2017 and the result will be 

communicated to the successful applicant/s by 

1st March 2017.  Enquires about the Small Grants 

Scheme may be sent to June Purvis, the Chair of 

the WHN and submissions made electronically to:  

convenor@womenshistorynetwork.org.  

WHN (UK) SMALL GRANTS SCHEME 

The WHN is offering a small grant of £1,000 (this 

grant replaces the previous grant scheme of 

£500) to facilitate a one day conference on 

women’s history organised by teaching or 

research staff in universities or other institutions 

of higher education in the UK, or by staff in FE 

Colleges, Museums or Heritage Sites in 

collaboration with anyone such institution.  The 

grant may be used in collaboration with other 

awards.  To be eligible to enter, the lead 

organiser/s must be members of the Women’s 

History Network at the time of application and at 

the time the activity is to take place.  Members of 

the current Women’s History Network Steering 

Committee UK are ineligible to apply. 

The deadline for applications this year is 15 July 

2017 and the result will be communicated to the 

successful applicant/s by 1st September 2017.  

Enquires about the Small Grants Scheme may be 

sent to June Purvis, the Chair of the WHN and 

submissions made electronically to:  

convenor@womenshistorynetwork.org.  

WOMEN'S HISTORY SCOTLAND ESSAY PRIZE 

Prize for a new essay in Scottish women’s or 

gender history  

Women’s History Scotland awards a bi-annual 

prize of £100 for a new essay in the field of 

Scottish women’s and/or gender history. The 

prize was established in 2002 to celebrate the 

work of Leah Leneman, one of the foremost 

historians of women in Scotland. A trailblazer for 

women’s history in Scotland, she produced 

innovative studies on the women’s suffrage 

movement, on women in medicine, and on 

sexuality and divorce in the early modern and 

modern periods. 

THE WOMEN’S HISTORY NETWORK is always 

looking for contributions to the WHN blog. If you 

have an idea for a blog post then please contact 

Jocelynne Scutt at 

blog@womenshistorynetwork.org. For examples 

UNITED KINGDOM   
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of existing blog entries the guidelines for 

submission please see here: 

http://womenshistorynetwork.org/category/blog

/  

THE INSTITUTE OF HISTORICAL RESEARCH’s well-

established Women’s History seminars, 

convened by Dr Kelly Boyd (IHR), Dr Anna Davin, 

Dr Lucy Delap (ICBH/KCL), Dr Amy Erickson 

(Cambridge), Dr Laura Gowing (KCL), Prof Clare 

Midgley (Sheffield Hallam University), Prof Janet 

Nelson (KCL), Dr Krisztina Robert (Roehampton), 

Prof Pat Thane (ICBH/KCL), Prof Cornelie Usborne 

(IHR/Roehampton), continue to take place on 

Fridays at 17:15, Past & Present Room 202, 

Second floor, Senate House, Malet Street, London 

WC1E 7HU, UK. For enquiries relating to this 

seminar as it continues please contact Kelly Boyd: 

k.boyd at blueyonder.co.uk. IHR seminars are 

free and open to all - advance booking is not 

required. Check each week for room or 

programme changes: 

http://www.history.ac.uk/events/seminars/150  

EVENTS AND CONFERENCES 

Current Events 

“WE ARE THE LIONS”: AN EXHIBITION TO 

COMMEMORATE THE GRUNWICK STRIKE 1976-

1978 

19 October 2016–26 March 2017, Brent Museum 

& Archives, The Library at Willesden Green 

‘We are the lions’ is an exciting new exhibition 

which tells the story of the Grunwick Strike, in 

which a group of workers, mainly Asian women, 

took a stand against poor working conditions and 

became pioneers of equality in the workplace. 

Based on exclusive and rarely seen archive 

material from a vast variety of sources, the 

exhibition forms part of the Grunwick 40 

commemoration project which is supported by 

the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and is in 

partnership with Brent Museum and Archives. 

The exhibition features the original banner of the 

Grunwick strike committee, on loan from the 

People's History Museum and notable for its 

unusual design 

Forthcoming events and CfPs  

WOMEN’S HISTORY NETWORK ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 2017: ‘Women and the Wider 

World’ 

26th Annual Women’s History Network 

Conference September 1 – 2, 2017; University of 

Birmingham  

CfP submission deadline: February 3, 2017 

Proposals should be submitted via email to: 

programme.whn2017@contacts.bham.ac.uk 

We invite established scholars, postgraduate 

researchers, independent scholars, museum 

curators and practitioners from a wide range of 

disciplines, working on any place or period, to 

contribute to this year’s conference. 

Potential topics relating to ‘Women and the 

Wider World’ could include: 

Humanitarian activism, medieval warriors, the 

formation of professional identities in the 

international sphere, war work and philanthropy, 

mythological and folklore representations, 

migration, the Empire, suffrage through an 

international lens, travel writers and explorers, 

pilgrimages and religious travel, international 

diplomacy, anti-slavery campaigning, global 

artistic, literary, and intellectual networks, artistic 

and literary representations of women’s 

internationalism, pacifism and international 

peace movements, letter writing, international 

communities of educated women and women’s 

role in internationalising education, women on 

the crusades, the material culture and spaces of 

women’s internationalism, exchanges between 

women across colonial & Cold War borders, 

theorizing international feminism. 
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We encourage those working in archaeology, 

museums studies, geography, history of science, 

technology and medicine, art history, 

environmental history and all forms of history for 

any period, focused on women, to send in 

proposals for themed 90 minute panels, 

individual 20 minute papers, 90-minute round 

tables/discussions, and posters. Museums and 

curators, both in the public and the voluntary 

sector, are encouraged to get involved by offering 

object-handling sessions, small 

exhibitions/displays/posters, as well as panels, 

roundtables or individual papers. 

Proposals 

• Panel proposals (90 minute) should 

include a session title, a named organiser as 

contact (who will be responsible for 

communicating with the remaining panel 

members), a session abstract of no more than 

200-300 words and up to three 20-minute paper 

abstracts of 200-300 words. If the panel organiser 

is also proposed as a Chair and not speaking, 

please provide a short biography. 

• Roundtable/workshop/object-handling 

session proposals (90 minute) should include a 

themed title, a named organiser as contact (who 

will be responsible for communicating with the 

remaining panel members), a session abstract of 

500 words and brief biographies of all panellists. 

• Individual 20-minute paper proposals 

should be no more than 200-300 words long and 

include a short biography. 

• Poster proposals should be no more than 

200-300 words long and include a short 

biography. 

Authors/panel organisers will be notified 

regarding acceptance of their contribution after 

all submissions have been reviewed. Proposals 

should be submitted via email to: 

programme.whn2017@contacts.bham.ac.uk 

WOMEN, MONEY, MARKETS (1750-1850) 11 

May 2017, King’s College London; CfP - deadline 

for submissions 31 January 2017 

Keynote Speakers: Professor Hannah Barker 

(University of Manchester); Caroline Criado-

Perez, OBE (One of the leading voices in the 

campaign for female representation on the 

banknote and an active promoter and supporter 

of women in the media).  

In 2017, Jane Austen will feature on the £10 note 

as the sole female representative on British 

currency.  To mark this occasion, and explore its 

problematic significance, the English department 

at King’s is running a one-day conference with 

the aim to consider debates about women in 

relation to ideas of value, market, marketability, 

as well as debates about different forms of 

currency and exchange amongst women, and the 

place of the female writer in the literary 

marketplace past and present.  The conference 

will address themes including consumerism, 

shopping, global trade, domestic trade, markets 

(literary and otherwise), currency, and varying 

practices of exchange. The conference is 

interdisciplinary in nature, bridging literature, 

material culture, gender studies and economic 

history, and aims to relate the debates of the 

period to modern day issues about the presence 

and position of women in the economy and 

media. 

We welcome submissions in the form of 

individual papers, panels and roundtable 

discussions on the following themes: 

• The varying practices of women 

associated with currency, global and/or domestic 

markets and marketability 

• Material practices associated with value, 

exchange and/or female creativity 

• Women as producers and/or consumers 

in the literary or other marketplaces (including, 
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but not limited to, food, clothing, agriculture and 

raw materials) 

• Representations of women at work or 

women’s involvement in: 

• Trade and industry 

• Professional services (such as law, 

finance, hospitality and the media) 

• Domestic service 

• The rural economy 

• The place of women in the literary 

marketplace (past and present) 

We particularly welcome cross-cultural 

considerations of the above issues. 

Please send 300 word abstracts to the 

conference email address 

(womenmoneymarkets@gmail.com) with an 

indication of your proposed format (individual 

paper, panel, roundtable, etc.).  If you are 

submitting a proposal for a panel, please include 

an abstract for each paper (up to 300 words 

each). Please indicate if you would like your 

paper to be considered for the edited volume 

that will be published after the conference. 

 

WOMEN’S STUDIES GROUP, 1558-1837  

Venue: Foundling Museum, 40 Brunswick Square, 

WC1N 1AZ. All sessions start promptly at 1 pm 

and finish at 4 pm: please come early (from 12.30 

onwards) if you can. 

Saturday 21st January, 2017. Chair: Lois Chaber. 

Deputy: Angela Escott. Charlotte Young: “Our 

Wives you find at Goldsmiths Hall”: Women and 

sequestration during the English Civil War. Helen 

Draper: Mary Beale and the Performance of 

Friendship. Mascha Hansen: Beyond Marriage: 

Envisioning the Future in Women's Writings, 

1660-1830. 

Saturday 18th March, 2017 (work in progress 

invited for this session). Chair: Gillian Williamson. 

Deputy: Miriam Al Jamil; Madeleine Pelling: “That 

Noble Possessor”: The Pursuit of Virtuous 

Knowledge and its Materials in the Collection of 

Margaret Cavendish Bentinck, Duchess of 

Portland (1715-1785). Erica Buurman: Dancing 

the Waterloo Waltz: Responses to the Napoleonic 

Wars in Regency Social Dance. Angela Escott: 

Hannah Cowley's “dramatic talents” employed in 

her epic poem of the Napoleonic Wars, The Siege 

of Acre (1801). 

Find out more about us on 

http://www.womensstudiesgroup.org.uk/ 

Or email Carolyn D. Williams on 

cdwilliamslyle@aol.com 

MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT: LIFE WORK AND 

LEGACY, MARCH 8 (International Women’s Day) 

2017 

Information: K.Lennon@hull.ac.uk   

As part of the celebrations for Hull as UK City of 

Culture 2017 the University of Hull is hosting an 

interdisciplinary celebration of the life, work and 

legacy of Mary Wollstonecraft, (who spent her 

formative years in the nearby town of Beverley). 

The papers discuss various aspects of 

Wollstonecraft’s life, work and legacy from 

Gender Studies, Philosophy, Politics, History, 

Literature, Education or any other relevant 

discipline. A prize of £100 will be awarded for the 

best paper, which will also be published in the 

Journal of Gender Studies Special issue on Mary 

Wollstonecraft, which will follow the conference.  

Invited Speakers include: 

Professor Michelle le Doeuff :  one of the most 

important contemporary feminist philosophers. 
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Her works include The Philosophical Imaginary, 

Hipparchias Choice and The Sex of Knowing, 

Professor Janet Todd: distinguished biographer of 

Wollstonecraft, whose books include: Mary 

Wollstonecraft : A Revolutionary Life,  and The 

Complete Letters of Mary Wollstonecraft. 

Caroline Criado Perez: prominent campaigner for 

the memorialisation of women 

Dr. Sandrine Berges, Wollstonecraft expert and 

lecturer in philosophy at Bilkent University, 

whose publications include  The Routledge 

Guidebook to Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of 

the Rights of Woman , 2013 

Roberta Wedge, spokesperson for the high 

profile Mary on the Green campaign for the 

memorialisation of Mary Wollstonecraft.   

Detailed access information, which is event 

specific, will be provided prior to registration. 

Suitable quiet space will be made available for 

breast feeding if required. Please contact 

K.Lennon@hull.ac.uk if you have access or 

childcare queries 

Sponsors: 

Hull University City of Culture  

Annette Fitzsimons Memorial Fund 

Centre for Gender Studies University of Hull 

Journal of Gender Studies 

Philosophy (School of History Languages and 

Cultures), University of Hull 

Royal Institute of Philosophy 

Centre for 19th Century Studies, University of 

Hull 

Waterstone’s bookshop University of Hull 

RECALLING WOMEN’S AID IN SCOTLAND:  

As part of the Scottish Women’s Aid Speaking 

Out: Recalling Women’s Aid in Scotland 

exhibition that has been on display at Museum of 

Edinburgh, Canongate, Scottish Women’s Aid 

have been hosting a series of free lunchtime talks 

on a variety of topics in connection with the 

history of the Women’s Aid movement in 

Scotland.  A few sessions remain to run in January 

2017: 

Project website: 

www.speakingout.womenslibrary.org.uk 

Scottish Women’s Aid, 2nd Floor, 132 Rose 

Street, Edinburgh, EH2 3JD 

Tel: 0131 240 0302 

Past Events 

THE WOMEN’S HISTORY NETWORK ran its 25th 

annual conference at Leeds Trinity University, 

Leeds, West Yorkshire 16-17th September 2016 

on the theme of ‘Women’s Material Cultures/ 

Women’s Material Environments’. Keynote 

speakers were: Dr Jane Hamlett (Royal Holloway, 

University of London) on ‘Using the Material 

World to Study Gender: The Case of Victorian & 

Edwardian Girls’ Schools’ and Prof. Yosanne Vella 

(University of Malta) ‘Teaching Women’s History 

in History Classrooms’. 

WOMEN’S STUDIES GROUP, 1558-1837: 

The Women’s Studies Group 1558-1837 have had 

the following meetings since September: 

September: Chair: Angela Escott. Deputy: Felicity 

Roberts, Brianna Robertson-Kirkland: Venanzio 

Rauzzini (1746 – 1810) and his female operatic 

students. Judith Page: Austen and Shakespeare: 

Mansfield Park, Shylock, and the “exquisite 

acting” of Edmund Kean.Lucy Gent: What is 

becoming in Mansfield Park? Jane Austen and 

Cicero’s De Officiis. 
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November: Chair: Miriam Al Jamil. Deputy: Gillian 

Williamson; Valerie Schutte: Celebrating The 

Birthday of Queen Mary I in Book Dedications. 

Emma Newport: Interplay and Interpretation: 

Lady Banks’s “Dairy Book” and the collection and 

collation of Chinese Porcelain. Chrisy Dennis: “We 

were born to grace society: but not to be its 

slaves”: Chivalry and Revolution in Mary 

Robinson’s Hubert de Sevrac, A Romance of the 

Eighteenth Century (1796). 

ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY:  

The Royal Historical Society ran ‘Challenging 

Inequality: A Workshop for Women Historians in 

UK Universities’ in October. The publication in 

2015 of the Royal Historical Society’s report on 

Gender Equality and Historians in UK Higher 

Education highlighted a number of concerns 

about the persistence of barriers to gender 

equality in British universities. Its sobering 

analysis of invisible bias, the silencing of women, 

stereotype threat and the gender pay gap 

reminds us that ‘good policies are not always 

enough’. Many female historians have been 

involved in initiatives which aim to promote 

gender equality in their own institutions, but 

opportunities to discuss experiences and ideas 

about best practice across the discipline are rare. 

Professors Senia Paseta and Selina Todd, co-

Directors of Women in the Humanities, invited 

women historians currently employed in British 

universities to a one day workshop on 

Challenging Inequity in our Discipline. They 

wanted to encourage women from History 

Departments and Faculties across the United 

Kingdom to share ideas and strategies, and to 

contribute to the promotion of gender equality. 

Speakers included: Prof Nicola Miller (UCL) and 

Prof Mary Vincent (Sheffield), Trudy Coe, Head of 

the Equality and Diversity Unit, University of 

Oxford Prof Lynn Abrams (Glasgow) and Prof. Jo 

Fox (Durham) Prof Jane Humphries and Prof 

Selina Todd (Oxford). They intend to run a further 

event for ECRs. 

The Royal Historical Society offered the 

opportunity to attend a lecture and book launch 

on the theme of ‘Keep The Damned Women Out’ 

by Nancy W. Malkiel (Princeton University). As 

the tumultuous decade of the 1960s ended, a 

number of very traditional, very conservative, 

highly prestigious colleges and universities in the 

United States and the United Kingdom decided to 

go coed, seemingly all at once, in a remarkably 

brief span of time. Coeducation met with fierce 

resistance. As one alumnus put it in a letter to his 

alma mater, “Keep the damned women out.” 

Focusing on the complexities of institutional 

decision making, this book tells the story of this 

momentous era in higher education—revealing 

how coeducation was achieved not by organized 

efforts of women activists, but through strategic 

decisions made by powerful men. 

In America, Ivy League schools like Harvard, Yale, 

Princeton, and Dartmouth began to admit 

women; in Britain, several of the men’s colleges 

at Cambridge and Oxford did the same. What 

prompted such fundamental change? How was 

coeducation accomplished in the face of such 

strong opposition? How well was it 

implemented? Nancy Weiss Malkiel explains that 

elite institutions embarked on coeducation not as 

a moral imperative but as a self-interested means 

of maintaining a first-rate applicant pool. She 

explores the challenges of planning for the 

academic and non-academic lives of newly 

admitted women, and shows how, with the 

exception of Mary Ingraham Bunting at Radcliffe, 

every decision maker leading the charge for 

coeducation was male. 

The Royal Historical Society also sponsored a De 

Partu History of Childbirth Group event ‘The Use 

of Research Resources in Midwifery History’. De 

Partu, the History of Childbirth Group, held this 

study afternoon in Edinburgh on 14 October 

2016, at the Royal College of Physicians. It 

included a rare opportunity to see and hear 

about midwifery-related items from the College 
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collections, and to view and discuss the archive 

film Birthday, made in 1948. Three new 

researchers also presented their work: Joan 

Cameron: “Using Varied Resources to Illuminate 

Midwifery ‘Training’ in Twentieth Century 

Scotland and England” Maelle Duchemin 

Pelletier: ‘Giving a voice to stillbirth’ Claire 

Shearer: ‘Listening to the Voices? Where and how 

did they live? Researching pupil midwives’ 

experiences of ‘Living in’ during training’. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES: Beyond Shellshock: Mental 

Health And The First World War 

Psychological trauma affected many of the men 

who served on the Front line, both during and 

after service. Yet, it was not just men who 

suffered – what of those nurses who treated the 

injured? What of the horrifying experiences they 

underwent? These were the themes explored 

during an afternoon of talks, which also analysed 

the legacy of mental health wellbeing in the 

armed forces to the present day. There was also 

an opportunity to learn about the documents 

held at The National Archives which relate to 

mental health and the First World War, including 

a display of original archival material. This 

exciting event brought together the eminent 

speakers Edgar Jones, Matthew Green, and 

Denise Poynter to reflect on this important topic 

and its contemporary relevance. Contact Email: 

louise.bell@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk 

 

LANGUAGE AND LIFE: A PERSONAL JOURNEY OF 

BARRIERS AND SUCCESS 

As part of the Royal College of Nursing's 

Centenary celebrations, on 8 December 2016, the 

RCN Library and Heritage Centre, Royal College of 

Nursing, London, Penny Pepper, a unique and 

versatile writer of fiction, journalism, memoir and 

spoken word poetry, examined difference, 

diversity and identity as part of Disability History 

Month. As a well-known social justice activist, 

Penny has appeared on TV and Radio extensively 

speaking on equality issues including disability, 

feminism and sexuality. Her eagerly anticipated 

memoir First in the World Somewhere is 

published in September 2017 - an 80s-90s tale of 

defiance, music-making, sex and friendship, 

interwoven around the realities of being a young 

disabled women. Find out more at 

www.pennypepper.co.uk  

BBC TV ran a documentary on the history of 

feminist publishers Virago - on BBC4 (31 Oct) at 

10pm See links below 

http://www.virago.co.uk/the-virago-story-

changing-world-one-page-time-bbc-

documentary/?utm_campaign=social&utm_sourc

e=twitter&utm_medium=Virago+Press&utm_con

tent=virago%2Ctheviragostory 

http://www.virago.co.uk/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/55lq

s7Y9pBJ8jKxTdBtBpG4/six-wonderful-ways-

virago-shook-up-the-world-of- 

REPLACEMENT: INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

A conference on the face of changing family 

relations in the west, at Birkbeck Research in 

Aesthetics of Kinship and Community, Birkbeck, 

University of London, on 9-10 December 2016. 

This international conference included an art 

exhibition and three film-showings: Rebecca 

(Alfred Hitchcock, 1940), A Secret (Claude Miller, 

2007) and 45 Years (Andrew Haigh, 2015).  

THE RAPHAEL SAMUEL MEMORIAL LECTURE 2016 

was delivered by Prof Alison Light, on 'Between 

Private and Public: Writing a Memoir about 

Raphael and Myself', 7th December 2016, at 

Queen Mary University of London, London E1 

4NS. Alison Light is a writer and Honorary 

Professor in the English department of University 

College, London.  As the widow of Raphael 
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Samuel, she helped establish the archive and 

research centre in his name. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books  

Sarah Gristwood, Game of Queens: The Women 

Who Made Sixteenth-Century Europe (Oneworld 

Publications, 2016) 

Jenni Murray, Presenter of BBC Radio 4 

‘Women’s Hour’ has published A History of 

Britain in 21 Women: A Personal Selection 

(Oneworld Publications, 2016) 

Elizabeth Norton, The Lives of Tudor Women 

(Head of Zeus, 2016) 

Kate Pankhurst Fantastically Great Women Who 

Changed The World (Bloomsbury Childrens, 

2016)ONKO JOKU KIRJAILIJA? 

Rachel Reeves, Alice in Westminster: The Political 

Life of Alice Bacon (IB Tauris, 2016). 

Periodicals  

(other than Gender & History, Women’s History 

Review) 

Nineteenth-Century Gender Studies Issue 12.1 

(Spring 2016), 

http://www.ncgsjournal.com/issue121/issue121.

htm  

Free virtual issue from History Workshop Journal, 

Edited by Laura Gowing 

Laura Gowing (along with Marybeth Hamilton) is 

also an editor of the latest issue of the journal, 

History Workshop Journal 80. The issue features 

articles on veiling in early modern Europe, Mary 

Toft's accounts of a famous eighteenth century 

hoax, and a feature on 'Nursing Madness'. 

http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/hiw

ork/early_modern_gender_histories.html  

Resources 

National Archives, Pathfinder for Women’s 

History Research, by Carol Faulkner, Compiler, 

https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/referenc

e/women.html  

British Library, Women and gender studies: 

Biographies, bibliographies 

http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/refwo

rks/women/womenbio/womenbio.html  

Spare Rib 

https://journalarchives.jisc.ac.uk/britishlibrary/sp

arerib  

ViVa Women's History: 

http://www.iisg.nl/womhist/vivahome.php  

A current bibliography of women's and gender 

history in historical and women's studies journals. 

Articles in English, French, German, Dutch, 

Scandinavian languages, and, occasionally 

Spanish, are selected from 180 European, 

American, Canadian, Asian, Australian, and New 

Zealand journals. All bibliographic descriptions 

are stored in the ViVa database. It now contains 

more than 12,000 records describing articles 

from 1975 onwards. It is online and freely 

accessible. You can search the database and 

browse by year of publication.  

Films 

Little is known about the unmarried mothers who 

had their babies taken in by London’s Foundling 

Hospital in the nineteenth century. This short film 

explores the predicament of these ‘blank 

mothers’, drawing on documents and images 

from ‘The Fallen Woman’, a recent exhibition at 

the Foundling Museum curated by Birkbeck’s 

Professor Lynda Nead. Using views of the historic 

interiors of the museum, contemporary accounts 

and the words of the mothers that were recorded 
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by the Hospital committee, it seeks to reimagine 

the experience of these women. The film was 

made by Lily Ford during an AHRC Cultural 

Engagement Fellowship at Birkbeck. The link to 

the film on Birkbeck's YouTube channel is here, 

with some info below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04T3nG55ys

A  

Compiled by Karen Sayer 

KSayer@leedstrinity.ac.uk 

 

 

 

The Coordinating Council for Women in 

History 

The Coordinating Council for Women in History is 

an organization for women in the historical 

profession. Its primary goals are to educate 

scholars on the status of women in the historical 

profession and to promote research and 

interpretation in all areas of women's history. The 

CCWH is affiliated with the American Historical 

Association, the Association for Women in Slavic 

Studies, the Association of Black Women 

Historians, the Canadian Committee on Women’s 

History, the Coalition for Western Women’s 

History, the National Collaborative for Women’s 

History Sites, the Oklahoma Oral History Research 

Program, the Organization of American 

Historians, the Rural Women’s Studies 

Association, the Society for Advancing the History 

of Southeast Asia, the Southern Association for 

Women Historians, the Upstate New York 

Women’s History Organization, the Western 

Association of Women Historians, and Women’s 

and Gender Historians of the Midwest. For 

individual and affiliate membership information, 

visit the CCWH website at www.theccwh.org. 

REPORTS FROM CCWH AFFILIATES 

• The Berkshire Conference of Women 

Historians held its annual business meeting, 

better known as the Little Berks, from Friday-

Sunday, May 20-22, 2016. This is a comparatively 

small gathering of 30-50 people rather than the 

1500-2000 who attend the triennial Conference 

on the History of Women (the Big Berks). 

Attendees must be members of the Berkshire 

Conference. 

This smaller meeting included a panel on Friday 

and Saturday that showcases new work on 

women’s, gender or sexualities’ history and a 

business meeting. Meals and free time offered 

opportunities to gather informally with other 

scholars, to share ideas for future Big Berks, and 

to discuss issues related to the place of women in 

the profession. We extended a special invitation 

to graduate students, contingent faculty and 

independent scholars who are looking for a 

professional home. We welcome those who wish 

to innovate and be more active in the 

organization. 

This meeting was held at the Gideon Putnam 

Resort and Spa in Saratoga Springs, NY. The 

Gideon Putnam, www.gideonputnam.com is 

approximately three hours north of New York City 

and Saratoga Springs is served by the Albany 

International Airport and Amtrak. 

SUBVENTIONS: To encourage the participation of 

graduate students, the unemployed, contingent 

faculty and others for whom cost may prevent 

attendance, the Berkshire Conference offered 

such attendees a subvention of up to 50% of 

room and board costs, along with up to 30% for 

untenured faculty members. We were also be 

able to contribute toward travel costs.  Questions 

about subventions should be directed to our 

Treasurer. 

REGISTRATION FOR THE BERKSHIRE 

CONFERENCE ON THE HISTORY OF WOMEN WAS 

mailto:KSayer@leedstrinity.ac.uk


 
48 

 

OPEN IN OCTOBER 2016. CONFRENCE WILL BE 

HELD JUNE 1-4, 2017 AT HOFFSTRA UNIVERSITY 

INHEMPSTEAD, NY. FOR MORE INFORMATION 

GO TO 

https://2017berkshireconference.hofstra.edu/re

gistration/ 

• The Association for Women in Slavic 

Studies would like to congratulate the following 

members on winning AWSS prizes for 2016:  

Dr. Margaret Samu as the recipient of the Mary 

Zirin Prize for independent scholarship. 

Dr. Samu received her PhD from New York 

University's Institute of Fine Arts in 2010, 

specializing in art history. The list of Dr. Samu's 

activities and accomplishments is impressive. She 

currently maintains adjunct positions at New York 

University, Parson's School of Design at the New 

School, and the Stern College for Women at 

Yeshiva University, while maintaining an active 

schedule of conference presentations. Dr. Samu 

serves as a lecturer at the Metropolitan Museum 

of Art, where she has previously been a Fellow, 

research assistant and translator. Her museum 

experience includes time at the Neue Gallery in 

New York and the State Russian Museum in St. 

Petersburg. 

She is currently a resident at the Jordan Center 

for the Advanced Study of Russia, and has had 

fellowships at Dumbarton Oaks and the Library of 

Congress. She has also won a Fulbright Fellowship 

Grant to Russia, an Erwin Panofsky Fellowship for 

Graduate Study, and an Andrew W. Mellon 

Fellowship in Humanistic Studies. The National 

Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute 

on America's Russian-Speaking Immigrants and 

Refugees and the Solow Art and Architecture 

Foundation Fellowship has awarded Dr. Samu 

research grants. Her scholarly publications 

appear in both Russian and American journals, 

while the article submitted to the Zirin 

committee, "Making a Case for Realism: The 

Female Nude in Russian Satirical Images of the 

1860s," appeared in the anthology she co-edited 

with Rosalind Blakesley, From Realism to the 

Silver Age: New Studies in Russian Artistic Culture. 

"Making the Case for Realism" works "to overturn 

the long-held assumption that censorship and 

socially critical realist art excluded the production 

of nudes in Russia." Dr. Samu's current book-

length project focuses on the female nude in the 

Russian art world. Provisionally titled Russian 

Venus, the book will argue "that eighteenth- and 

nineteenth-century Russian artists sought to 

establish cosmopolitan credentials by 

undertaking themes associated with Western 

European art, in particular, the female nude. 

[This] work shows how the prestige of the nude 

in art came under attack when nationalist 

sentiments began to undermine westernizing 

impulses in the 1860s. It concludes by assessing 

the impact of life classes, with their emphasis on 

drawing from female models, on the nascent 

Russian avant-garde." 

The Zirin committee commends Dr. Samu for 

both her work as an academic and as a museum 

professional, and for bringing these two 

communities together in her work. She played an 

important role is re-establishing SHERA, the 

Society of Historians of East European, Eurasian, 

and Russian Art and Architecture - a vital and 

vibrant organization which contributes in 

manifold ways to the field of Slavic studies. 

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Samu, an 

outstanding independent scholar and this year's 

recipient of the Mary Zirin Prize. 

AWSS Heldt Prize Winners 2016 

Best Book in Slavic, East European, and Eurasian 

Women's Studies 

Keely Stauter-Halsted, The Devil's Chain: 

Prostitution and Social Control in Partitioned 

Poland (Cornell University Press, 2015). 
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In The Devil's Chain, Keely Stauter-Halsted has 

painstakingly excavated the archive to provide a 

rich and detailed portrait of sex work, the sex 

industry, and the trafficking in women in the 

lands of partitioned Poland. Drawing on 

newspaper accounts, police registries, medical 

reports, records of rescue shelters, charitable 

associations, reports form international 

congresses devoted to sex trafficking, writings of 

contemporary experts touching on women's 

sexuality and mental health and sexology, and 

trial proceedings of traffickers, Stauter-Halsted 

places prostitution and its attendant disorders at 

the center of discussion about the Polish nation's 

future. 

As Stauter-Halsted points out, Polish elites in the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries engaged in 

conversations about modernizing the Polish 

national body in preparation for national 

independence. However, to truly understand 

these discourses, she argues it is necessary to 

examine nation building through the lens of 

gender and sexuality. Stauter-Halsted 

demonstrates that these discourses mattered to 

the nation-building process because of how they 

framed elite ideas about gender propriety, social 

class, morality, family and reproductive life, and 

gender roles. 

It should come as no surprise to those familiar 

with Stauter-Halsted's earlier work that she 

excels at the granular, finding and reconstructing 

stories of young peasant women moving to city in 

search of work. She details how the contingent 

nature of work in bourgeois households led the 

neediest into part-time prostitution, thus 

providing a steady stream of women for the 

brothels visited by the male members of the 

bourgeois households. Not willing to depict these 

women as passive victims, Stauter-Halsted 

reveals how they often determined their own 

fates. The Devil's Chain not only focuses on the 

lower-class streetwalkers and brothel residents 

but also on the social activists who were 

determined to control and reform "immoral" 

women and incorporate them into a new Polish 

nation-state. Stauter-Halsted's monograph 

represents the best that women's and gender 

history has to offer to the field of East European 

and Russian studies. Readers will not be able to 

read The Devil's Chain without thinking about 

how gender and sexuality shape our modern 

national identities.  

The 2016 Heldt Prize committee applauds Dr. 

Stauter-Halsted for her painstaking research, the 

readability of the monograph and the ways that it 

challenges Polish historiography to put gender at 

the center of any discussion on nation and state 

building. 

Honorable Mention: Jennifer Suchland, 

Economies of Violence: Transnational Feminism, 

Postsocialism, and the Politics of Sex Trafficking 

(Duke University Press, 2015). 

In Economies of Violence: Transnational 

Feminism, Postsocialism, and the Politics of Sex 

Trafficking Jennifer Suchland shifts the paradigm 

away from sex trafficking as solely about violence 

against women and individual exploitation and 

toward seeing it as part of the global political 

economy, precarious labor markets, and 

postsocialism. Suchland provides a genealogy of 

global human trafficking that maps two 

intersecting processes: the development of sex 

trafficking and discourses that arose around its 

brutality and violence; and the politics of 

postsocialism as a particular location and a 

"metageographically imagined space." By 

analyzing language deployed by the United 

Nations to describe and then advocate against 

sex trafficking, Suchland ties the discourse of 

human trafficking to transnational feminist 

studies, feminist political economy, and human 

rights. 

Suchland's book deserves to be recognized since 

it calls for rethinking the rhetorical tropes 

surrounding sex trafficking. Economies of 
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Violence challenges activists to see trafficking as 

a symptom of "multifaceted injustices" and to 

advocate for improved conditions within 

industries that are sites of normalized violence 

rather than simply finding and helping victims 

after the fact. 

Best Book by a Woman in Slavic, East European, 

and Eurasian Studies 

Lisa Kirschenbaum, International Communism 

and the Spanish Civil War: Solidarity and 

Suspicion (Cambridge University Press, 2015). 

In her most recent book, Lisa Kirschenbaum seeks 

to shift from the polarized debates about the 

Spanish Civil War to examine the "webs of 

interaction" through which the international 

communist movement evolved. Rather than 

focusing on the actions of party leaders, she 

shows how activists inspired by the Russian 

revolution came together, first in Moscow, then 

in Spain, to create a transnational collaboration 

and movement. The lives of party members, their 

relationships with one another, and the 

importance of their experiences in Spain as a 

"personal and political point of reference" form 

the foundation of this narrative. Marshaling a 

wide array of archival and published sources from 

collections in Moscow, Madrid, Barcelona, and 

the U.S., the book provides a transnational 

perspective on the lives of party members, their 

idealism, and their responses to the realities of 

life in the USSR during the 1920s and 1930s. As 

they moved to Spain to fight against Franco in the 

late 1930s, they faced shortages of arms and 

supplies, tensions among anti-fascist forces, and, 

ultimately, defeat. Later, during the aftermath of 

World War II, late Stalinism, and anti-communist 

campaigns, these veterans sought simultaneously 

to re-unite the movement and to distance 

themselves from the USSR. In sum, 

Kirschenbaum's book is an important 

contribution to the historiography of this era of 

international communism. 

Honorable Mentions: Erika Monahan, The 

Merchants of Siberia: Trade in Early Modern 

Russia (Cornell University Press, 2016). 

The Merchants of Siberia: Trade in Early Modern 

Russia challenges received opinions about early 

modern Russia, such as the alleged risk-averse 

nature of its merchantry, and opens up a region 

and social caste to closer inspection. In doing so, 

Monahan not only describes a portrait of Siberian 

merchants as actively pursuing their financial 

interests, but shows the interaction between 

trade and state-building while placing Russia in a 

comparative global context that questions the 

view of the country as an outlier and shining a 

spotlight on imperial borderlands. Monahan 

integrates a broad range of archival, primary, and 

secondary sources into a compelling argument in 

a manner that is both engaging and clear.  

Eileen Kane, Russian Hajj: Empire and the 

Pilgrimage to Mecca (Cornell University Press, 

2015). 

Eileen Kane's book argues that the tsarist state in 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries became a 

key player in the hajj, especially in its creation of 

transportation networks from Russia, Persia, 

Central Asia, and the Caucasus to the Black Sea, 

Istanbul, and Mecca. Kane conceptualizes empire 

not as a territory that is acquired and occupied, 

but, instead as the mobility and movement of 

people through space. Thus, she sees 

transportation as one key to imperial power, 

which for Russia faded under the pressures of 

war and revolution. Kane makes outstanding use 

of archives in several countries, official and 

unofficial documents, and original maps to 

reconstruct the history of the imperial and, later, 

Soviet sponsorship of the Hajj, despite the state's 

close ties with the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Thus, this book is an important contribution to 

late imperial and Soviet history. 

Best Article in Slavic/East European/Eurasian 

Women's Studies 
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Claire E. McCallum, "Scorched by the Fire of War: 

Masculinity, War Wounds and Disability in Soviet 

Visual Culture, 1941-65," Slavonic and East 

European Review 93 (2): 251-85. 

Claire E. McCallum's article, "Scorched by the Fire 

of War: Masculinity, War Wounds and Disability 

in Soviet Visual Culture, 1941-65," explores how 

Soviet cultural genres -- in particular visual 

images such as photographs, cartoons, posters, 

sculpture, and paintings -- have treated the issue 

of war-damaged disability in relation to 

masculinity. Drawing on a wide variety of source 

material, McCallum carefully differentiates 

between works that only appeared in thick art 

journals as opposed to those reproduced in 

popular magazines or designed—like wartime 

posters--to reach a mass audience. Her thorough 

and fascinating study marks a major contribution 

to our understanding of the Soviet construction 

of masculinity, how it changed over time and how 

the visual arts followed a unique trajectory 

distinct from that of film and fiction, despite all 

cultural forms facing the same ideological 

constraints. To a large extent those differences 

stemmed from the intrinsic limitations of the 

visual arts, compared to film and fiction, to set 

disability in a wider context or narrative. Tracking 

changes in visual portrayals of the terrible legacy 

of war from 1941 to 1964, McCallum notes that 

the visual arts consistently showed the wounded 

male body almost entirely in military settings, 

where injured soldiers either determinedly 

fought on or demonstrated a willingness to die 

for their country. A shift in visual presentation 

occurred in the mid-1960s—not during the Thaw, 

as one might expect—but in response to the 

Brezhnev administration's reinstatement of 

Victory Day as a public holiday, a move 

accompanied by the intensification of the War 

cult and by a wave of memorial building. For the 

visual arts a more realistic view of military 

heroism emerged, one that turned more 

attention to the brutal legacies of war, including 

psychological anguish as well as physical 

disfigurement. 

AWSS Graduate Essay Prize 2016 

The Graduate Essay Prize Committee is delighted 

to award the graduate essay prize to Joy 

Neumeyer, a Ph.D. student in History at the 

University of California at Berkeley, for her 

masterful essay, "Brezhnev, Vysotsky, and the 

Death of Developed Socialism: A Tragic Farce in 

Five Acts." The committee was unanimous in 

their great appreciation of this essay. It is 

beautifully written, a pleasure to read, and the 

rare scholarly piece that makes an effective 

argument through an engaging and analytical 

narrative structure. By contrasting the cult of 

Brezhnev and the cult of Vysotsky as the "twin 

faces of late socialism," Neumeyer captures the 

cultural atmosphere of the late Brezhnev years. 

On the one hand, Brezhnev was becoming a living 

corpse, "every year, the medals on his chest 

expanded while his wrinkles grew deeper and his 

speech slurred." Vysotsky, on the other hand, 

was a dynamic and popular figure, but he, too, 

was linked to death "through his songs and his 

signature role of Hamlet" and because of his 

addiction to drugs. Neumeyer tells their two 

stories in parallel, illuminating the frustrations of 

the Brezhnev era through underground jokes, 

Vysotsky's lyrics, and the population's reactions 

to the these two men as they lived and died. 

While fans despaired at the death of Vysotsky, 

they were secretly relieved at the passing of 

Brezhnev from a living corpse into a dead one, 

and aware that his death made a new era 

possible. The committee hopes that Ms. 

Neumeyer will submit this essay for publication in 

the near future so that it can receive the wide 

audience it deserves. For now, we are pleased to 

award her the AWSS Graduate Essay Prize. 

AWSS Graduate Research Prize 2016 

The AWSS Graduate Research Prize is awarded 

annually to support promising graduate-level 
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research in any field of Slavic, East European, or 

Eurasian Studies by a woman, or on a topic in 

Women's or Gender Studies related to Slavic, East 

European, or Eurasian Studies by either a woman 

or a man. For 2016 the AWSS Graduate Research 

Prize is awarded to Rebecca Hastings, PhD 

candidate in History at the University of Oregon 

(Major Advisor: Julie Hessler). Hastings's project, 

"Oil and Society in Azerbaijan, 1860-2015," 

examines the intersection of ethnic identities and 

regional cultures in shaping the development of 

the oil industry in Azerbaijan under the Imperial 

Russian, Soviet, and Post-Soviet states. Her 

project is a study of both Imperial exploitation 

and regional development, taking a holistic 

approach to the policies and their implications 

surrounding the oil industry and the South 

Caucasus. AWSS is pleased to support Hastings in 

her research trip to Baku and her pursuit of this 

project. 

For more information on the organization, please 

visit: www.awsshome.org.  

CCWH would like to extend congratulations to all 

recent graduates, promotions, retirements, and 

recently published historians. Thank you for your 

work in and contributions to the field! 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES:  CALL FOR 

PAPERS 

• Society for the History of Women in the 

Americas Annual Conference 2017 

The Society for the History of Women in the 

Americas (SHAW) welcomes proposals for its 

tenth annual conference, co-organised with The 

Oxford Research Centre in the Humanities and 

the Rothermere American Institute. We invite 

250 word abstracts for 20-minute presentations 

on any topic, geographical period, chronological 

time, or theme related to the history of women in 

the Americas. We also welcome comparative 

papers between two countries in the Americas or 

one in the Americas and a country outside the 

region. The conference welcomes papers from 

scholars at any stage of their career, especially 

graduate students. Diana Paton, the William 

Robertson Professor of History at the University 

of Edinburgh, will deliver the keynote lecture. 

Please submit abstracts along with a 100-word 

biography to shawconference2017@gmail.com 

by the 10th April 2017. Papers chosen for the 

conference may be selected for inclusion in a 

special issue of History of Women in the Americas 

Journal subject to peer-review. 

More information is available at 

http://shawsociety.net 

                       *** 

HIDDEN CAPITALISM: 

Beyond, Below, and Outside the Visible Market 

A Conference at the Hagley Museum and Library 

Wilmington, Delaware, October 27, 2017 

In reviving the study of capitalism, scholars have 

emphasized the transformative power of markets 

and commodification.  Yet, a crucial part of what 

drives capitalism falls outside of waged relations 

and formal, visible exchange.   

For a conference sponsored by the Center for the 

History of Business, Technology, and Society on 

October 27, 2017, we invite proposals that 

explore the substantial economic activity that 

occurs on the margins and in the concealed 

corners of the formal economy. These activities 

may be hidden or take place in “markets” that 

are not defined or measured by the normal terms 

we use to define and measure markets. 

Uncovering these forgotten or obscured activities 

can focus new attention on the mutual 

dependency of the visible and invisible markets 

and how the moralities of such markets both 

converge and diverge.  



 
53 

 

We are interested in original, unpublished 

empirical essays addressing the long twentieth 

century (1890 to the present) and that consider 

one or more of the following questions: 

• How does the expansive twentieth-

century regulatory state impact the relationship 

between public and hidden or extra-market 

economic activity?  

• As more and more of life is exposed to 

the surveillance of the market and state 

regulation, does capitalism breed a demand for 

methods that conceal and obscure economic 

activity (e.g. tax havens, shadow banking, and 

offshoring)?  How in turn does the state work to 

bring such hidden activities to light? 

• To what extent does capitalism continue 

to depend on the hidden and uncompensated 

labor of reproduction and family maintenance, 

typically performed by women?  How has the 

gendering of traditionally non-monetized 

activities influenced how we have subsequently 

monetized such services (e.g. elder care, child 

care, bartering of domestic services among 

friends and neighbors)?   

• How should we conceptualize the 

differences between legal activity and illegal 

activity, and semi-legal gray market activity (e.g. 

smuggling, fraud, the dark web, and trade in 

vices, body parts, and adopted children)?  How 

and to what extent are illicit and licit markets 

interconnected? 

• How and to what extent does the freely-

given creativity of actors working deliberately 

under the radar of the market (e.g. peer sharing, 

open source innovation) alternately advance 

business innovation and undermine established 

markets and modes of capital accumulation?   

• In what ways does the visible market 

depend on invisible ones for its legitimacy and 

success?  Does the hidden economy buoy 

capitalism, or destabilize it, or both? 

• How do understandings of risk and the 

nature of rewards for both the public and hidden 

economic activities interact and influence one 

another? What can be concluded about the 

connection between risk and reward in these 

contexts? 

• How and to what extent do non-market 

forms of economic activity openly reject the 

moral imperatives of capitalism in the interest of 

distributive justice (e.g. dumpster diving, 

minimalist living, reuse of used goods)?  

Submit proposals of no more than 500 words 

and a one-page C.V. to Carol Lockman at 

clockman@hagley.org by May 1, 2017. We 

welcome submissions from historians as well as 

ethnographically oriented social scientists.  

Presenters will receive lodging in the conference 

hotel and up to $500 to cover their travel costs.  

This conference was initiated by Lisa Jacobson 

and Ken Lipartito, and they are joined on the 

program committee by Roger Horowitz (Hagley 

Museum and Library) and Wendy Woloson 

(Rutgers University). 

 

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

• Call for Applicants: Smith College Special 

Collections Fellowships 

Special Collections at Smith College offer three 

fellowships. The Sophia Smith Collection and the 

Smith College Archives offer the Margaret Storrs 

Grierson and Friends of the Smith College 

Libraries Fellowships awarded in an annual 

competition. Scholars will hold awards of $2,500, 

intended to support research visits of four to six 

weeks.  One Mortimer Fellowship of $1,000 is 

awarded annually for research in the rare book 

collection. 
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Faculty members, independent researchers, and 

graduate students who live at least 50 miles from 

Northampton, MA, and whose research interests 

and objectives would be significantly advanced by 

extended work in the holdings of the three 

collections may apply. Recipients will be expected 

to present an informal work-in-progress 

colloquium to the Smith College community 

during their residency and, at some later time, to 

send the Special Collections a copy of the final 

results of their research, whether in published or 

unpublished form. We encourage potential 

applicants to contact our reference archivists to 

inquire about the relevance of our collections for 

their projects before submitting proposals. 

Application deadline is February 15, 2017. 

Special Collections at Smith College offers Travel 

to Collections Grants (up to $1000). These grants 

are intended to help offset the travel expenses of 

researchers engaged in studies that will benefit 

from access to the holdings of the Sophia Smith 

Collection, Smith College Archives, and Rare Book 

Collection. Requests from researchers who would 

like to survey our holdings as they formulate their 

research agendas will also be considered. 

Applications are evaluated once per year. The 

application deadline is February 15, 2017. 

Queries can be made online at 

www.smith.edu/libraries/libs/ssc/emailform.html  

or by calling 413-585-2970.  Application 

instructions are online at 

http://www.smith.edu/libraries/libs/specialcollec

tions/grants 

 Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 

Predoctoral Fellowships in Women’s 

History 

The two recipients of the Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation Predoctoral Fellowship in Women's 

History should have a strong interest in the fields 

of women’s history and public history. They must 

be currently enrolled students in good standing in 

a relevant PhD program in the humanities. The 

Predoctoral Fellows will be in residence part time 

at the New-York Historical Society for one 

academic year, between September 1, 2017 and 

June 29, 2018, with a stipend of $15,000 per year. 

This position is not full time and will not receive 

full benefits. 

Further information here: 

http://www.nyhistory.org/library/fellowships or 

contact fellowships@nyhistory.org. 

Compiled by Sunu Kodumthara  

sunu.kodumthara@swosu.edu 

 

 

http://www.smith.edu/libraries/libs/specialcollections/grants
http://www.smith.edu/libraries/libs/specialcollections/grants
mailto:fellowships@nyhistory.org
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                              REMEMBERING IDA BLOM (1931–2016)  

 

 

“Dear Karen, 

So good to know that you are busy and creative as usual!!! (…) I  have written some family history, 

for the children and grandchildren to enjoy.  But apart from that I am not doing much. Still, there are 

interesting seminars to visit and good old friends to meet. So life is still fine, at the age of 85! 

From Ida” 

(From a message from Ida Blom to Karen Offen, 16 Nov. 2016)  

                                                                     

  

“Ida Blom (born Ida Clara Bonnevie in Copenhagen, Denmark), came from a family with 

French Huguenot roots.  Following her schooling in Copenhagen, she worked in England, 

then in France, as a trilingual stenographer-typist.  She moved to Bergen, Norway following 

her marriage to Chris Blom.  Chris and Ida adopted two children.  After resuming her 

university studies, in 1972 Ida Blom earned a doctorate in history at the University of 

Bergen.  A pioneer in the history of women and gender in Scandinavia, in 1985 she was 

named a professor at the University of Bergen.  She was also named to a chair in women’s 

history for all of Norway.  She retired from her academic post in 2001 but continued to 

research and publish for many more years.    

 

Ida Blom’s research featured a gendered perspective on political and social history (national, 

transnational, and comparative) as well on historiography.  She explored the social history 

of medicine and certain maladies (such as tuberculosis and venereal diseases), as well as the 

history of Norwegian social services and, more generally, the advent of the Scandinavian 

welfare states.  She also published on birth control, obstetrical practices, and the position of 

widows.  Her books and articles appeared in many languages (Norwegian, Danish, English) 

and were also translated into German, Spanish, French, Italian, Bulgarian, and Japanese. 

Her many works included Barnebegrensning - synd eller sunn fornuft? (Sin or common 

Sense.  Family Planning in Norway, c. 1890-1940, published in 1980) and Medicine, Morality 

and Political Culture. Legislating on Venereal Disease in Five Northern European Countries, 

c.1870 - c.1995 (2012). But the work for which she is best known in Scandinavia is the 

collective work on women’s history that she directed, Cappelens kvinnehistorie. Published in 
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Norwegian and Danish in 1992-1993, the three volumes of this global history of women 

from antiquity to the present won the prestigious Brage Prize given by the Norwegian 

Literary Society.  These volumes were never translated into other languages, but Ida Blom 

discusses the project in several articles in English, notably in “Global Women’s History : 

Organizing Principles and Cross-Cultural Understandings” (published in 1991 in Writing 

Women’s History - International Perspectives, ed. Karen Offen, Ruth Roach Pierson et Jane 

Rendall) and “Gender as an Analytical Tool in Global History” (published in 2001 Making 

Sense of Global History, ed. Sølvi Sogner). 

 

Ida Blom was interested from the beginning in the construction of nation-states and the role 

of women in this process.  She coedited, with Karen Hagemann and Catherine Hall, 

Gendered Nations: Nationalisms and Gender Order in the Long Nineteenth Century (2000).  

In addition, she published more than 100 articles in a number of languages, in history 

journals or in collected volumes.  Among the most important of these in English, one must 

mention “From Family Rights to Individual Rights: National Citizenship in Norway, 1888 

1950” (published in the IFRWH conference volume Women's Rights, Human Rights: 

International Historical Perspectives, ed. Patricia Grimshaw, Katie Holmes and Marilyn Lake, 

2001) ; “Gender, Class, Race and Sexuality: A Transnational Approach to Legislation on 

Venereal Diseases, 1880s – 1940s” (published in Gender History in a Transnational 

Perspective. Biographies, Networks, Gender Orders, ed. Oliver Janz & Daniel Schönpflug, 

2014). And in French :  « Les féminismes et l’État – une perspective nordique » (which 

appeared in Le Siècle des féminismes, ed. Eliane Gubin et al., 2004). 

 

In 1987, Ida Blom co-founded the International Fédération for Research in Women’s History 

(IFRWH/ FIRHF) and served from 1990 to 1995 as our first president.  She was a member of 

the national Norwegian Commission for UNESCO (1983-1992) and served as Norway’s 

delegate to the general assembly of the International Committee on the Historical Sciences 

(ICHS/CISH).  She received numerous prizes and awards, among which were an honorary 

doctorate from the University of Copenhagen (2006).  She was named (1996) an honorary 

foreign member of the Royal Swedish Academy of History and Antiquities and (2006) of the 

American Historical Association.  At the ICHS congress in Oslo (2000) her colleagues 

presented her with a festschrift, Women’s Politics and Women in Politics: In Honour of Ida 

Blom, ed. Sølvi Sogner & Gro Hagemann (Universitetet I Bergen/Cappelen Akademisk Forlag, 

Bergen, 2000).  The University of Bergen named its gender studies center in her honor, the 
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Ida Blom House.  In 2015, the IFRWH launched the Ida Blom – Karen Offen book prize in 

women’s and gender history, to be awarded for the first time in 2020. 

Ida Blom was 85 years old and a widow when she died peacefully after a long struggle with 

cancer.  She is survived by her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.  

Her keen intelligence and insight, her down-to-earth persona, her kindness and warmth, will 

be sorely missed but her legacy to us – her pioneering contributions to the historical 

literature – will  live on.  Her life was rich and productive, a beacon to all of us who, 

throughout the world,  investigate women’s history.”   

(Based on the notice in Le Dictionnaire Universel des Creatrices, published in Paris c. 2015.) 

 

Karen Offen, Senior Scholar, Stanford University; Co-founder of the IFRWH alongside with Ida 

Blom, former secretary-treasurer    

                                            *** 

 

“Both in the Nordic region and internationally, Ida Blom was one of the initiators of 

women’s history as a subject for research and study, and she has given inspiration and 

motivation to several generations of women’s historians – myself included. 

In 1987 Ida Blom was a founding member of the International Federation for Research in 

Women’s History (IFRWH), serving as its first president (1989-95). The 2015 IFRWH congress 

held in Jinan, China, instituted a prize named after two of its founders: The Ida Blom–Karen 

Offen Book Award in Transnational Women’s and Gender History will be awarded for the 

first time in 2020 to the writer of an outstanding and original published work. 

 

Ida Bonnevie was born in Gentofte, just north of Copenhagen, Denmark, on February 20 

1931. In 1954 she married Christopher Blom, who died two years ago. They settled in 

Bergen, Norway, had two children and later on grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Ida 

Blom graduated from the University of Bergen, where she began lecturing in history in 1961. 

She was awarded her doctorate in 1972; her doctoral thesis dealt with the 1921-23 dispute 

between Denmark and Norway about sovereignty over part of Eastern Greenland.  

Throughout her life, Ida Blom worked on modern political history, with a particular interest 

in the history of women and gender; in 1985 she was appointed the first professor of 

women’s history studies in Norway, at the University of Bergen. Ida Blom was energetic, 

committed and active nearly to the very end of her life. 
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She published countless articles in Norwegian and international journals, and she wrote, 

edited and published books on women, gender and equality, birth control, the health 

service and obstetric aid in Norway. She was chief editor of the influential and award 

winning Norwegian-language Cappelens kvinnehistorie, a three-volume cross-cultural 

women’s history (Oslo 1992-93). She was also co-editor of the Danish-language two-volume 

women’s history Kvinder fra urtid til Nutid (Politikens Forlag 1992), with contributions from 

Danish women’s historians, and of the major Norwegian publication Med kjønnsperspektiv 

på norsk historie: fra vikingtid til 2000-årsskiftet (Cappelen Akademiske Forlag 1999) in 

collaboration with Norwegian women’s historians. In all these publications, Ida Blom demonstrated 

that a gender perspective as analytical tool provides crucial new knowledge about the past.  

 

For her work and accomplishments, Ida Blom received much acclaim in Norway, in the Nordic region 

and internationally. In 1993 she became a member of the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, 

in 1996 the University 

of Copenhagen awarded her an honorary doctorate, and she was a foreign member of the 

Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, History and Antiquities. In 2000 she and Sølvi Sogner 

were awarded the Sverre Steen Prize for Med kjønnsperspektiv på norsk historie. In 2001 

Ida Blom was appointed Commander of the Order of Saint Olav, one of the most 

distinguished awards in Norway. In 2006 she was elected honorary member of the American 

Historical Association. In 2008 the University of Bergen named one of its buildings Ida Bloms 

Hus (Ida Blom’s House); today the building is home to the Centre for Women’s and Gender 

Research and the Centre for the Study of the Sciences and the Humanities. In 2009 Ida Blom 

received the Gina Krog Prize, awarded by the Norwegian Association for Women's Rights. 

 

Not only was Ida Blom a pioneer, she was also a warm-hearted woman. On a personal note, 

I have lost a steadfast and dear friend. Ida and I met in 1980, at the first Nordic women’s 

history conference in Oslo; after a refreshing swim during a break from the intense 

discussions, we had started chatting at the edge of the pool. Ida and Christopher Blom 

opened their home near Bergen to me, and there I came to know them as warm, interested, 

focussed and considerate parents, grandparents and great-grandparents. Their home, with 

unfailing hospitality and inspiring discussion, was the focal point for a large circle of friends 

from Norway and abroad. Chris’s death in 2014 was a great loss for Ida, and for everyone.  

With the death of Ida Blom we have all lost a friend, a prominent scholar, a caring woman 

and a pioneer of women’s studies in the Nordic region and internationally.” 
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Birgitte Possing, Professor, Danish National Archives, Denmark 

                                              *** 

 

“Ida Blom will be sorely missed by all who knew her as a champion of women's 

history/gender history, not only in Scandinavia but throughout the world.  I first met her at 

the 1983 Paris planning meeting for the 1985 International Congress of Historical Sciences 

to be held in Stuttgart.  It came to our attention that there were no sessions being planned 

for women's history.  Ida took up the challenge not only to make sure at least one session 

should be devoted in 1985 to women's history but to spearhead the process for founding an 

International Federation for Research in Women's History.  In her capacity as the first 

president of IFRWH she graciously and generously guided that organization through its early 

years, helping it grow into an important promoter of the importance of women's history 

throughout the world.  Her legacy will not be forgotten.” 

 

Ruth Roach Pierson, Professor Emerita, University of Toronto; former Canadian representative to and 

Vice President of IFRWH 

                                                  ***  

 

“In 2006, Ida Blom received an ‘Honorary Foreign Membership’ award from the American 

Historical Association.  It is an honor given to only one historian a year—someone working 

outside the United States. The reasons were given as follows: ‘This year’s selection for the 

Honorary Foreign Membership Award is Ida Blom, professor emerita at the University of 

Bergen in Norway. Dr. Blom is one of the leading scholars of the history of women and 

gender in Europe, with a worldwide reputation as one of the field’s most active exponents 

of the uses of gender to interpret social and political change in a global context. She is the 

author of five pathbreaking books, dozens of articles, co-author or editor of five more 

volumes. Her work has ranged from studies of feminism and social policy to more recent 

attention and pathbreaking work on comparative questions of global women's history. As a 

colleague to American scholars, Professor Blom actively incorporated historians from the 

United States into global networks of research and scholarship on the history of women. As 

a founding member and the first president of the International Federation for Research on 

Women's History, Dr. Blom drew American Historians into international networks and 

encouraged Americanists to think from a global perspective. Her work has ranged from an 
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early interest in international relations to studies of feminism and social policy and, more 

recently, comparative questions of global women's history. This honor is a fitting tribute to a 

scholar who has done so much to shape American ideas about women and gender and to 

incorporate American scholars into an energetic debate about the historical meanings of 

gender that flows across our borders.’”                            

 

Alice Kessler-Harris, R. Gordon Hoxie Professor of History, Emerita, Columbia University 

 

Interview with Ida Blom  https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on 

history/december-2006/a-conversation-with-ida-blom 

                                                       *** 

 “I am very sad and at the same time so very grateful for all the inspiration Ida gave me in 

our common work as well as in our friendship since the mid-eighties. Her activity was 

impressive. We last met in Bergen in 2013 and in Berlin in 2014 and after Chris¹ passing she 

continued to commit herself admirably to women¹s history, to history 

tout court and to keeping contacts and correspondence alive. She will continue to be 

present, in various ways, for all who knew her.” 

 

Gisela Bock, Dr., Prof. Emerita at the Free University Berlin, former board member of the IFRWH 

                                                       *** 

 

“Ida Blom has for many years been among the foremost gender historians 

both in Norway and internationally, and she was active as historian  till 

her last days. We are deeply thankful for all she has meant to us all, as 

historian, colleague and friend.” 

Inger Elisabeth Haavet, Professor of gender history, Bergen University 

                                                      ***  

                                          

“Ida was the great historian and an important role model for the younger generations, not 

only in Norway and the other Nordic Countries but also throughout the world. Moreover, 

she was a very warm person, always encouraging and interested in her colleagues' work. I'm 

sure all of us who worked with her will miss her very much.”  

 

https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on
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Pirjo Markkola, Professor, University of Tampere, Finland; former Vice President of the IFRWH  

                                                        *** 

                                                      

“Ida Blom was greatly respected by Icelandic historians, not least by women’s and gender 

historians, who were inspired by her work early on – I among many. She was remembered 

at the XIV Nordic Labor Conference which took place here at the University of Iceland, 28-29 

November, 2016. The Norwegian historian Knut Kjeldstadli was asked by the organisers 

to say a few words in a remembrance, which he did well - then there was a minute of 

silence.”  

 

Erla Hulda Halldórsdóttir, Lecturer, University of Iceland 

                                                          *** 

 

“Ida was an innovative historian and a very cooperative one. She was also a very special 

person always curious and ready to ask questions and to learn from everyone around her. 

All of us will miss her.” 

 

Ilaria Porciani, Professor of Modern and Contemporary History, University of Bologna   

                                                            ***      

 

“I remember Ida Blom with gratitude and esteem for her studies about the relationship 

between gender and nationality. An important historian, a great woman, who has helped us 

to better understand the world of yesterday and today. A sad farewell for Ida.”  

 

Simonetta Soldani, Prof.ssa - Storia contemporanea, Dipartimento SAGAS (Storia Archeologia 

Geografia Arti e Spettacolo), University of Firenze  

                                                             ***   
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Supplement no. 34: Bibliography of Edited Collections of Scholarly Articles in Women’s History and 
Theme Issues on Women’s History in Scholarly Journals since 1970. 

  

September-December 2016 (2016-B) 

Compiled by Karen Offen 
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