THE

DISAPPEARANCE
OF

MISS BEBB

A conference on the future of women in the Law
and a celebrity reading of Alex Giles’ play inspired
by the case of Bebb v. The Law Society

From 1pm
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University of Birmingham
£60 Combined ticket
£40 Play reading only
Concessions available

Tickets:
www.eventbrite.co.uk

‘On the bench, in the jury box, THERE IS NO PLACE FOR THEM!’
The Law Society has come a long way since it barred Gwyneth Bebb and other campaigning Law graduates on the basis
that women were not ‘persons’ in the eyes of the law and were thus disqualified from practicing as solicitors.

Today, The Law Society is in the forefront of promoting lawyers from every conceivable background, but other
obstacles remain inherent in professional structures and wider society which inhibit representation of people from the
full range of gender, ethnic, cultural and economic backgrounds from participating in the law. To interrogate these
issues, The Birmingham Law Society (BLS), The Kalisher Trust and The University of Birmingham have united to create a
day event inspired by the Bebb v Law Society case.

Ending with a rehearsed reading of Alex Giles’ new play, THE DISAPPEARANCE OF MISS BEBB, at 6pm in the Great Hall,
Sunday 21st October is the culmination of Birmingham Law Society’s bi-centenary celebrations. Giles’ play is inspired
by the historic Bebb v Law Society case brought in 1913 and will be performed by a celebrity cast led by Kalisher Trust
Patron and Vice President, Martin Shaw (Judge John Deed, Inspector George Gently, The Professionals) and star of Call
the Midwife, Laura Main, with star of Foyles War, Honeysuckle Weeks, a host of professional actors and some special
appearances from students from the University. The reading will last around 90 minutes and includes live sound
effects and music.

THE CONFERENCE: STRIDING FORWARDS TOGETHER IN EQUAL PARTNERSHIP
GOALS. The ambitious goal of the conference is to advance the issues implicit in the Bebb v Law Society case and
generate action for change in the future; inspiring and supporting the next generations of lawyers in the Midlands.
We believe the issues are (principally but not exclusively);
Barriers to access
The need for diversity of representation in the law (as in all professions)
Strategies for changing cultures which prevent access and diversity
The importance of inspiring and empowering the next generations.
Our carefully chosen contributors have a broad range of fascinating perspectives which can advance present
perceptions and future thinking on these areas.

STRUCTURE. Framed as PAST, PRESENT and FUTURE, the conference aims to:
Understand the past and how it shapes behaviour and perceptions today;
Hear vivid personal experience of practice today;
Look to the future in terms of strategies to achieve change.

And this is no idle academic talking shop! We will end the day with a chaired forum discussion with all the speakers
which produces active pledges, however small, of changes the audience will make in the future.

AUDIENCE. The day is designed to appeal to a broad mixture of young students and practicing professionals. There is
an obvious interest for the legal profession, but this is by no means only open to lawyers and it should engage anyone
concerned about questions of equality, diversity, access and justice in Britain today.

SPEAKERS
Lord Judge – Key Note Speech: ‘Why Study Law?’
Igor Judge is a cross-bench Peer and President of The Kalisher Trust. He studied at Magdalene College,
Oxford before being called to the Bar in 1963 (Middle Temple). He became a QC in 1979 and has served
as, among other roles, Leader of the Midland Circuit, President of the Queen’s Bench Division (2005-2008),
and Lord Chief Justice (2008 -2013).

Professor Rosemary Auchmuty – Uncovering Feminist Legal History
Rosemary is an internationally recognised pioneer of feminist legal studies who currently lectures at The
University of Reading where she lectures on Gender and Law, Property and Land Law. She has published
extensively on gender law (particularly on marriage and property) as well as on uncovering the ‘lost lives’
of women in legal history. Her article on the Miss Bebb case was one of the inspirations for playwright
Alex Giles.

Professor Katharine Cockin – A Pageant of Great Women
Katharine is a Professor of English Literature at The University of Essex who has championed interdisciplinary research and teaching particularly between English and Law. She studied at Leicester University and
has led study at various institutions including Hull University where she was Head of Department from
2010—2014. She has published extensively, particularly on women who have shaped British drama and the
Suffrage Movement. Her most recent book, Edith Craig and the Theatres of Art, is a biography of the
director of the 1910 Women’s Suffrage performance, A Pageant of Great Women.

Linden Ife - Experience at The Bar; Corporate Law
Linden was called to the Bar in 1982 (Middle Temple and Lincoln’s Inn) after studying at St Hugh’s College,
Oxford, a pathway Gwyneth Bebb had pioneered 70 years earlier. She is a recognised expert in corporate
insolvency and business litigation and is a senior barrister at Enterprise Chambers in London. She
combines the law with her interest in the theatre and has served on the board of the Almeida theatre and
been a panellist for The Laurence Olivier Awards. She is also a Trustee of the theatre company which
works with homeless people, Cardboard Citizens.

Lucie French – Experience at The Bar – Family Law
Lucie became a barrister in 2008 after studying Classics at Newnham College, Cambridge. She is based at
St Philip’s Chambers in Birmingham where she specialises in family law, care issues and vulnerable persons.

Julia Goodman – Utilising your ‘You Brand’
Julia studied at the Central School of Speech and Drama and had a successful career as an actor. As a
divorced single mother bringing up two young children and needing to spend more time at home, she
started Personal Presentation Ltd, a communication coaching company. She trained a group of fellow
actors in her unique You brand methodology, and they have coached scores of senior executives around
the world to develop their confidence, performance and leadership skills. Founder member of the
Women’s Equality Party. She has a particular interest in how powerful narratives become embedded in
organisations for good or ill, particularly around women, and is developing a new ground-breaking
programme, Living Diversity, to promote inclusiveness through behaviour change. Her book You Brand – on theatre, neuroscience
and the craft of confidence – will be published in a few months.

Diane Samuels – writing ‘Feminine Theatre’ for Today
Diane is an award-winning playwright who studied at Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge and then
Goldsmiths, London before working as an educator. Her drama, Kindertransport, opened in 1993 at
Soho Theatre in London before transferring to New York, Los Angeles and being recorded for BBC
Radio 4. It has since been produced all over the world. Her work gives voice to hidden stories of
remarkable women, including: musical The A-Z of Mrs P (with composer Gwyneth Herbert), based on
the life of Phyllis Pearsall, creator of the London A-Z street guide; The True Life Fiction of Mata Hari;
and romance of cross-dressing, Poppy + George. She is currently completing the libretto for new
opera Song of Dina about the sister of Joseph of multi-coloured coat fame. Her new play, Land of the
Free, will be the 2019 Kalisher reading in Middle Temple Hall.

Alex Giles – The Challenge of Telling Bebb v Law Society on stage
Alex originally trained as a solicitor, before going to drama school and spending over 20 years as an
actor; working in the West End, regional rep and touring theatre.
Six years ago, he left "show biz", and retrained as a librarian; working first for City Law School, and
currently for City University, London. He also started writing drama in his spare time. "The
Disappearance of Miss Bebb" is a shortened stage version of his first screenplay "Justice"; as yet
unproduced! He recently finished 2 one-act Tudor dramas; "The Pomegranate and the Rose" and has
also completed a stage adaptation of Agatha Christie's "The Body in the Library".

Nomfundo Ramalekana – Achieving Positive Change; Lessons from South Africa
Nomfundo is a DPhil Law student at the University of Oxford whose work focusses on the right to
equality, specifically the possibilities and limitations in using affirmative action to eradicate
inequalities in her native South Africa. She completed her LLB at the University of Pretoria in South
Africa, 2013, her BCL in 2016 and an MPhil (Law) in 2017 at Oxford.

CONFERENCE ARRANGEMENTS

•

TIME: Starts at 1pm and ends at 3:15pm. Performance of Miss Bebb is at 6pm and over by 8pm inc speeches, & thanks.

•

LOCATION: Great Hall, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston, B15 2TT.

•

ACCESS: Train or Bus to University, or parking will be available on campus. There will be easily identifiable Stewards to
direct you on campus.

•

CATERING: Refreshments will be available all day at the adjacent café.

•

TALKS: Each speaker will present for approximately 15 minutes and Chaired Q&A sessions will follow each section.

•

TICKETS: £60 combined Conference and Play or £40 Conference only. Discounts available.

CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS
www.thekalishertrust.org
www.birminghamlawsociety.co.uk
www.birmingham.ac.uk
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS CONFERENCE IS CPD CLAIMABLE

