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                          3rd & 4th September 2026
Thursday 3 September: LSE Library from 14.30 PM
14.30  - 15.30   Walk option 
15.00 – 16.00 - Registration and exhibition in Workspace 4
16.00    Welcomes from Nancy Graham,  Associate Director LSE Library and Professor Sarah Ferguson, Convenor WHN 
16.05 – 17.05 – Keynote : Emerita Professor Caitriona Beaumont
‘More “save our seas” than “jam and Jerusalem”: the National Federation of Women’s Institutes as environmental activists, 1926-2026.'
17.05 – 17.50 – AGM
18.00 – 20.00 – Prizes and Reception in Shaw Library @ LSE
19.30 – 21.30 – Conference Dinner at Coopers Restaurant and Bar.   Lincoln’s Inn Fields  

Friday 4 September : Friends Meeting House from 08.15-17.00
08.15 - 09.15 – Registration, refreshments
09.20 – 10.35 – SESSION 1  (4 parallel panels)
10.45 – 12.05– SESSION 2   (4 parallel panels)
12.05– 12.50 – Lunch
12.50 – 14. 05  - SESSION 3   (4 parallel panels) PLEASE NOTE CHANGES ( Panels 9 & 11 have moved rooms) 
14.15– 15.15 -  Keynote:  Professor Sarah Knott "Women's History, Care
       and the 1980s"
15.20- 15. 35  Tea break 
15.40 – 16.55 – SESSION 4   (4 parallel panels) 
17.00   END OF CONFERENCE

WHN 2026  Conference Schedule
DAY 2 
FRIDAY 4 September @ Friends House, Euston Road
	Time
	Benjamin Lay 1
Maximum capacity
45
	Benjamin Lay 2
Maximum capacity 20
	Benjamin Lay 3
MAIN ROOM
Capacity  120
	Margaret Fell
Maximum capacity 
20

	08:15–09:15
	
	
	Registration & Refreshments (Benjamin Lay Reception Area)
	

	SESSION 1
09:20–10:35
	Panel 1: Suffrage, Anti-Suffrage and Electoral Politics
	Panel 2: Women, Science, Health and Expertise 

	Panel 3: International Feminisms and Global Networks

	Panel 4: Feminist Publishing, Print Culture and Media

	10:35–10:45
	Break/ Move to Panels
	
	
	

	SESSION 2
10:45–12:05
	Panel 5: Women's Lives, Labour and Professionalism
	Panel 6: Women's Liberation, Lesbian and Queer Activism
	Panel 7: Welfare, Social Reform and Care
	Panel 8: Women, Family and Education

	12:05–12:50

	
	
	LUNCH BREAK
	

	
	BENJAMIN LAY 1
	BENJAMIN LAY 2
	BENJAMIN LAY 3

	MARGARET FELL

	
SESSION 3 12:50–14:05
	Panel 9: Women's Organisations and Cultural Internationalism
	Panel 10: Women, Professions, and the Law
	Panel 11: Feminist Organisations, Campaigns and Political Mobilisation
	Panel 12: Archives, Records and Historical Legacies

	
KEYNOTE
14:15–15:15


	
	
	KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
 PROFESSOR   SARAH KNOTT
	

	15:20–15:35
	
	
	Afternoon Refreshment Break
	

	SESSION 4
15:45–17.00
	Panel 13: Wartime Women’s Movements and Interwar Feminism 
	Panel 14: Migration, Refugees and Transnational Lives
	Panel 15: Cultural Production, Performance and Representation
	Panel 16: Women's Activism Across Communities and Generations

	17.00
	END OF CONFERENCE
	
	
	



SESSION 1
Panel 1: Suffrage, Anti-Suffrage and Electoral Politics
CHAIR: KATE MURPHY
1. Paula Bartley – Trailblazers: the first women elected to government in the 20th century
2. Ceri Murison – The Opposition to Women’s Suffrage in Wales, 1866–1918
3. Helen Dampier & Rebecca Gill (in absentia) – ‘A bridge to span the difficulty’: Emily Hobhouse, the People’s Suffrage Federation and International Women’s Suffrage Politics
Panel 2: Women, Science, Health and Expertise    
CHAIR:  LYNDSEY JENKINS
1. Nilakshi Das – Still Invisible: The Politics of Scientific Recognition and Indian Women Scientists
2. Heather Mayall – ‘The Romance of Vitamins’ (Winifred Cullis)
3. Luisa Kapp – Working in the Margins of Science: Women’s Scientific Labour in Germany, c.1920–1970
4. Katherine Wallace – Motherhood and Lesbian ‘Information Activism’ in Twentieth-Century England
Panel 3: International Feminisms and Global Networks
CHAIR:  REBECCA  JENNINGS
1. Mari Takayanagi – The British Contribution to the Establishment of the UN Commission on the Status of Women, 1946
2. Sreenanti Banerjee – ‘Prehistory’ as Political Foundation: Sappho and the Making of Lesbian Feminist Activism in Postcolonial India
3. Aruni Samarakoon – Re-defining Feminism by Revisiting the Headscarf Revolutionaries in Hull
4. Marion Roewekamp – “No Lasting Peace”: WILPF Critiques of the Versailles Settlement and the Gendered Politics of International Order
Panel 4: Feminist Publishing, Print Culture and Media
PANEL CHAIR: TERESA DOHERTY
1. Nazmia Jamal – Paws for Thought: Sheba Feminist Publishers
2. Frida Grahn – Persuaded by Collaborators: Monica Pidgeon’s Ambivalent Feminism in Architectural Publishing
3. Jane Grant  – Mary Stott: Pioneering Woman Journalist 
4. Rose Roberto – Kate Greenaway and the Economy of Prestige
				
SESSION 2
Panel 5: Women's Lives, Labour and Professionalism 
CHAIR: Dawn Hoskin
1. Tilly Rubens – Women in the Professions, 1928–1939
2. Susan Milner - Nancy Seear: combatting discrimination in the world of work 
3. Hyseung Kim – Femininity as a strategy or conservatism? – an exploration of the activities of The Society for Promoting the Employment of Women (SPEW)
4. Tabitha Lambert-Bramwell – ‘The Grace Problem’: Domestic Labour and Professional Work in the Bloomsbury Home and Studio
Panel 6: Women's Liberation Movement, Lesbian and Queer Activism
CHAIR: PAULA BARTLEY
1 Alison Oram - Queer Hearsay: Stories of Lesbian Couples and Postwar  Households
2 Sue Bruley – Writing the History of the Women’s Liberation Movement in the UK, When the Personal got Political, 1969-1989
3 Rebecca Jennings – ‘Lesbians are women who relate to other women as women’: Lesbian, Gay and Trans Organising in the 1960s and 70s 
4 Isabel Imhorst – ‘Out on the Shelves’: Lesbian Feminist Library Activism in 1980s Britain 
Panel 7: Welfare, Social Reform and Care 
CHAIR:  CAROLINE DERRY 
1. Jackie Gulland – Work, Care and the Welfare State: Gendered Conditionality in Social Security in the Mid to late 20th Century
2. Seonaid Anthoney – Police work or welfare work? The closure of the Metropolitan Police Home and the care for sexually abused girls in 1930s London.’
3. Dory Reeves – Advocating for Woman and Planning
4. Teresa Doherty - The Radical Nurses Group (1980-1989) – A sneak peek at a newly deposited archive with catalogue coming soon!
Panel 8: Women, Family and Education 
PANEL CHAIR: LAUREN BEATTY
1. Sarah Howard – Rethinking the Family at the Revolutionary Children’s Amba, Ethiopia
2. Becca Mowbray – Secondary Education for Girls in Northern Ireland, 1965–1972
3. Darren Lilleker – Keeping families and communities alive: women as guardians, working wives and mothers in England’s (post) industrial North 
4. Florence Smith – A ‘progressive’ approach to women’s education? Coeducation, women-only colleges and feminist activism, 1970-1990  

SESSION 3
Panel 9:  Women's Organisations and Cultural Internationalism
PANEL CHAIR PIPPA VERDEE
1. Catherine Clay – Graduate Women in the Age of Cultural Internationalism: Feminist Literary Activism and the IFUW
2. Kristin Skoog – Doing Women’s Broadcasting Histories at the Women’s Library
3. Vanessa Jackson – Finding Early BBC Women in the British Newspaper Archive
4. Carmen Mangion – Religious Women and Activism, Britain 1903–1949
Panel 10: Women, Professions and the Law
PANEL CHAIR: JACKIE GULLAND
1. Katie Broomfield – Achieving a worthwhile life: Enid Rosser and Early Women Lawyers
2. Caroline Derry – The Criminal Law Amendment Act 1951 and the Work of the AMSH
3. Ellen Durban -  Lesbian Wives? Judicial Perceptions of Lesbianism in the Court of Appeal in England and Wales in the 1960s and 1970s
4. Cinnamon Bennett & Pam Walton New Ways to Work: looking back to see forward
Panel 11: Feminist Organisations, Campaigns and Political Mobilisation
PANEL CHAIR : MARI TAKAYANAGI
1. Katherine Milliken – Rights of Women: Organising to change society, the law and legal workplaces
2. Lyndsey Jenkins – ‘Calling All Women’: The National Cervical Cancer Prevention Campaign and Women’s Political Activism, 1964-1967
3. Anne Logan – Celebrating Feminist History in the Women’s Library’s Collection: the Josephine Butler Centenary

Panel 12: Archives, Records and Historical Legacies
PANEL CHAIR: SAM JOHNSON
1 Kelly Bosomworth – Archival Activism and the Records of the Six Point Group
2 Maisie Jepson – Documenting women’s peace activism in the archives: a study of the Women’s Library told through archival materials and oral histories
3 Dawn Hoskin – Sustaining, making and memorialising: Smallhythe Place as a Site of Queer and Feminist Histories
4 Carrie de Silva – Jewish Academic Women Aided by the British Federation of    University Women, 1930s and 40s. A case study on the practical value of  records

                                        KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Professor Sarah Knott   "Women's History, Care and the 1980s"
This keynote reflects on contemporary women's history in light of current developments in the Anglosphere, and the histories of care and feminism.
			         SESSION  4
Panel 13: Wartime Women’s Movements and Interwar Feminism 
PANEL CHAIR: ALEXANDRA HUGHES-JOHNSON
1. Elizabeth Crawford - Meals and Ideals: nourishing interwar feminism in London
2. Holly Bringes – Beyond Suffragettes: Looking at the accomplishments of women in interwar internationalist movements.
3. Josephine Durant – Passing for local in WWII Occupied France: the gender-based strategies of SOE women
4.  Aisa Bimbeeva – Invisible Breadwinners: Kalmyk Refugee Women, Survival and Archival Silences in Interwar Bulgaria
Panel 14: Migration, Refugees and Transnational Lives
PANEL CHAIR: CARRIE DE SILVA  
1. Maire Hussey – 'I was very surprised how very naive she is': A microhistory of sex work and Irish migration in late twentieth century London'
2. Martin Walsh – ‘Friendships Highway’: Assisting Irish Girls’ Friendly Society members as they emigrated from Ireland, c.1885-1935
3. Janet Laidla – “The best present you can make is to write again.”: International Federation of University Women and Estonian refugees after the Second World War
4. Rhianna Saglani – “The times have changed; the kids have changed.” – Generational trauma and “Breaking the Cycle” in the History of British Indian Women
Panel 15: Cultural Production, Performance and Representation
PANEL CHAIR: FRIDA GRAHN
1. J.E. Smyth – Theatres of Feminism: Dame May Whitty and the Fight for British Equity
2. Alex Bourke – Feminist Re-interpretations on Victorian Classicism; Feminist and Suffragist Perspectives of Rae and Swynnerton on the Classical Nude
3. Kate Minkoff – Fiction and the Far East in the Australian Women’s Weekly (1933-1982)
4. Tarini Bhamburkar – ‘Healthy Fashion’ and Ada Ballin’s Womanhood (1898-1906)  

Panel 16: Women's Activism Across Communities and Generations
PANEL CHAIR: ANNE LOGAN
1. Lauren Beatty & Beth Campbell – Young Women Remember: Celebrating 100 years of the Young Women’s Movement by uncovering hidden intergenerational stories from across Scotland and beyond'.
2. Ipek Mehmetoglu – A Woman’s Work, A Woman’s Space: Factories, Nurseries and Journals in Turkey (1947-1960)
3. Lauren Stoyles - Working With WHAM: Community and Collective Action in “Women, Heritage, Museums,” 1984-2000
END OF CONFERENCE
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